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Guatemalan Business Suspended; 
Monetary Transactions Decline 


Business conditions in Guatemala during June were poor as 
activity came to a near-standstill in the latter half of the month because 
of hostilities which began on June 18 and terminated during the first 
days of July with the downfall of the procommunist Arbenz regime. 

Although the only sizable towns affected by the actual fighting were 


Puerto Barrios and Zacapa and the 
physical damage to business facilities 
was inconsequential, intermittent air 
demonstrations over most cities and 
the tension generated by the former 
government’s frantic efforts to retain 
power kept most persons inside their 
homes and led to a majority of busi- 
ness houses being closed for a large 
part of the time. 

Sales of all types of merchandise 
decreased by 35 to 65 percent during 
the month, and tourism was nil. Bank 
deposits decreased by about 10 per- 
cent, and collections and receipts of 
foreign items were down 20 to 30 
percent from the May figures. 


May Business Good 


International mail, freight, and 
passenger service via Puerto Barrios 
and by air was completely severed 
during the last 13 days of June, as 
several railroad bridges on the Guate- 
mala City-Puerto Barrios line were 
blown up and all commercial] airlines 
suspended flights. 

Normal air service was resumed on 
July 5, and the railroad resumed 
through traffic on the Puerto Barrios 
line on July 12. Although the Grace- 
chartered, British-flagship Spring- 
fjord, was bombed and sunk at San 
Jose on the last day of fighting, in- 
terruption of normal traffic via Pa- 
cific ports was slight. 

May business was good, although 
activity slowed down somewhat near 
the end of the month because of 
political tension. This decline, how- 
ever, was only temporary, as the 
populace apparently returned largely 
to its normal routine after the im- 
mediate crisis had passed. 


Sales of agricultural machinery and 
equipment remained at a rather low 
level, although they were better than 
in 1952-53, and while light hardware 
decreased slightly, home appliance and 
department store sales were very good. 
The automobile and accessories line 
was normal. 


Tourist business reached a new low 





point when the country’s largest 
tourist agency reported no customers 
during the third week in May. Bank 
deposits declined seasonally, but col- 
lections and receipts of foreign items 
increased over April figures. 

Foreign-exchange reserves at the 
end of April declined seasonally to 
$52,515,000 compared with $53,678,000 
at the end of March and $54,819,000 
on April 30, 1953. The decline of 
$1,163,000 between March 31 and April 
30 compared with a drop of $623,000 
during the like period of 1953. Net 
foreign-exchange reserves at the end 
of June were estimated to be approxi- 
mately $44 million, a decrease of only 
about $3 million from reserves of $47,- 
194,000 at the end of May, despite a 
situation under which large-scale 
flights of capital were to be expected. 

Foreign-exchange sales remained 
free throughout June, and the quetzal’s 
exchange value did not change. How- 
ever, the fact that there was no in- 
ternational mail service after June 17, 
and transfers could be made only by 
cable probably had a restricting effect 
on the amount of money leaving the 
country. Estimated reserves at the end 
of June were over $9 million below 
reserves at the end of June 1953, while 
the estimated decline of $3 million 
between May 31 and June 30 com- 
pared with a seasonal decrease of 
$1,327,000 during the corresponding 
period of 1953. 


Government Obligations Canceled 


The cancellation of $642,222 of 
Government obligations from fiscal 
years 1947-48 through 1950-51 was 
effected by a resolution of the Minis- 
try of Finance published on May 11, 
1954, effective as of December 30, 
1953. This action followed similar 
steps taken in July 1953 after a re- 
view of the public debt by the commit- 
tee appointed for that purpose in 
February 1952, because the exact 


(Continued on Page 7) 





“eS 
ae 


Field Offices Give | 
Quick Service Wag 


Information on all phases gf} 
hensive economic and business dats Bu 
_ Ecc 
















world trade—ranging from comp 
to details on export and import Teg. 
ulations—is quickly and dir 
available to businessmen in thep 
own cities or localities through thy 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the bug. 
ness centers of the United S 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of develop 
in the United States and ab 
Aided by the current informatiog 
and publications sent to them reg. 
ularly from Washington, they ap 
well equipped to serve world tradey 
in their communities. the que 

Supplementing these Field Offices} Austra! 
is a coast-to-coast network of some} The 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi 
ness organizations—which hay 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, referencg 
material, and other information, fa 
use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. S. Cow 
Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh & Aust 


quarte: 


tenden 
A 


wages 
from a 
pusines 
any ma 
tothe r 
and the 
ity of i 

The | 
emmmer 
the cor 
the pas 


Bldg. that f 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. tonseq 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. e 
Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jaspe expos 
ch Bidg., _ “eo ee reserv' 
eyenne, yo., Federal ce Bldg. 
Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. tions | 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office ant} Amc 
Courthouse. 


Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. cultur, 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. tained 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhousé. probat 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 


El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Big 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. than 


Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal 1 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. | ceeds 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. percer 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bldg. 


Miami 32, Fla., 36 NE. Pirst St. tinct 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Avé = and t]} 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Aw 

New York 13, N. Y., 346 Broadway. Aus’ 


Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. yorab! 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. port | 
Portiand 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthows | gorse: 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. comm 


St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal for th 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple ens 
San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom 


house. ; foods 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse ant ing 2 
Post Office Bldg. g! 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. are ex 
For local telephone numbers, consult no fu 
U. 8. Government section of phone 1 





Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 





Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


U. S. Department of Commerce 
FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 


Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $3.50; Foreign, $4.50; single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable to the Treasurer of the 
United States and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freely. Mention of source will be appreciated. 
Published with the approval of the Bureau of the Budget, June 19, 1952. 


_.} The 
\ tnded 
Princ’ 
than 
tise | 
from 
tivity 
Am 
Prim. 
ducti 


Loring K. Macy, Director 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 





| Augu 






irthous, 


al 
mple & 
Custom 


use and 


onsult 
ne 


irector 
merce 


f the 
ment 
nts. 


e__ 


| Wages and Costs Stable 
Business at High Level in Australia 


Economic conditions in Australia were highly favorable in the second 
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rter of 1954, though the country’s foreign-trade surplus showed a 


tendency to decline. 


A high level of business activity existed in an atmosphere of stable 


wages and costs. 
fom a high level of employment and 
pusiness confidence did not cause 
my marked degree of inflation, owing 
tothe relaxation of import restrictions 
and the consequent general availabil- 
ity of imported goods. 

The reelection of the Menzies gov- 
@mment promised a continuance of 
the conservative economic policies of 
the past 5 years. Employment during 
the quarter was at the highest level in 
Australian history. 

The outstanding characteristic of 
Australia’s foreign trade for the fiscal 
year ended June 30 was a substantial 
increase in imports and a small drop 
in exports, which cut the favorable 
trading balance to about half that in 
the preceding year. As many of the 
import restrictions were eliminated 
late in the fiscal year, some sources 
fear a trading deficit during the com- 
ing year. 

Australian bankers appear to feel 
that a reduction of oversea funds 
tnsequent on such a deficit would 
mpose Australia to the dangers of 
reserves inadequate to meet fluctua- 
tions in world conditions. 

Among Australian exports of agri- 
tultural commodities, only wool main- 
flained its strength. In 1953-54 wool 
probably will account for over 50 per- 
tent of export proceeds, a higher ratio 
than normal. Foodstuffs, the pro- 
teds from which should be about 30 
percent of the total, will show a dis- 
tinct drop from the preceding year, 
and the trend is uncertain. 

Australia’s trade terms are still fa- 
yorable, but owing to the drop in ex- 
port prices of foodstuffs, they have 
Worsened slightly. While the trading 
Wmmunity voices a strong demand 
for the removal of all import restric- 
tons for nondollar and non-Japanese 
foods, the manufacturing and bank- 
ig groups, each for its own reasons, 
afte equally vociferous in insisting on 
no further liberalization at this time. 


Finances in Strong Position 

The Commonwealth’s fiscal year 
fded with a surplus of A£56.3 million 
Principally because of higher revenues 
than expected from customs and ex- 
tise duties and other taxes derived 
from the high level of business ac- 
tivity. 

Among the pre-election promises of 
Prime Minister Menzies was tax re- 
duction. The amount of such reduc- 
tions has not been announced, but it 


August 9, 1954 


The strong demand for goods and services resulting 





seems doubtful that they will be great, 
owing to the inflationary effect of tax 
reduction, as well as additional ex- 
penditure requirements in the coming 
year. It is possible that certain special 
allowances will be devised to encourag 
further private investment in ne 
plant and equipment. 

The strong internal financial posi- 
tion and the satisfactory amounts of 
savings, have made it possible to 
finance more public works programs 
during 1953-54 through orthodox loan 
methods rather than from revenue. 
At the June meeting of the Australian 
Loan Council—composed of the Prime 
Minister and the Premier of each State 
—a A£200-million loan program was 
agreed upon for the coming fiscal year. 

The Commonwealth Government 
will provide no revenue funds for 
State works programs. It was empha- 
sized that, owing to full employment 
conditions, it would be unwise to in- 
crease public works programs ma- 
terially, as this would lead to com- 
petition with private enterprise for 
the available work force, and further 
inflationary pressure. 


Wool Trade at High Level 


Gold and balances held abroad by 
the Commonwealth Bank on May 31 
were A£540 million, an increase of 
A£85 million over May 1953 and higher 
than any previous period except dur- 
ing the wool boom in 1950-51. 

The Australian wool selling season 
which closed on June 30 is considered 
one of the most satisfactory on rec- 
ord. Total sales were estimated at 
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A£390 million, about A£15 million less 
than last season—the second best on 
record—exceeded only by the boom 
year of 1950-51. 

Wool prices for the season are ex- 
pected to average about 80 pence a 
pound, as compared with 81.2 pence 
last season. This drop was caused 
mainly by a minor recession last fall, 
but recent prices were very close to 
average prices last year. The new 
season, which will begin on August 30, 
is anticipated with confidence. 

Wheat and flour exports from the 
beginning of the trade year on Decem- 
ber 1, 1953, were about half the rate 
of the preceding year. Statistics pub- 
lished by the Wheat Board show that 
through May 8 wheat exports totaled 
11.67 million bushels, against 27.4 mil- 
lion bushels last season. Flour ex- 
ports were 233,000 tons, compared with 
364,600 tons during the like period last 
year. 


Industry Fully Recovered 


Most of the decline occurred in ship- 
ments to the United Kingdom and 
Continental markets, but those to 
some Asiatic markets also dropped. 
The general belief is that this situa- 
tion will not improve markedly and 
arrangements are being made as rap- 
idly as possible to store large ony 
ties of wheat. 

Australian industry has fully re- 
covered from the recession of 1952 
and has progressed to record levels, 
according to Government surveys. 
More than a million people are work- 
ing in factories, and the average out- 
put per worker never has been greater. 
Demand for goods is at a peak, based 
not on inflationary inventory acquisi- 
tion but on genuine requirements for 
use. Unit costs have been lowered 
slightly, owing largely to higher out- 
put and the decreased costs of some 
materials. 

The survey predicts that the pro- 
duction level is unlikely to be exceeded 
materially for some time, owing to 
lack of additional work force and in- 
creasing competition from imports. 
Many manufacturing interests al- 
ready are vociferous in their demands 
for more protection from import com- 
petition, either in the form of higher 
tariffs or quota restrictions. 

Australian business expended an es- 
timated A£203.7 million on capital 
items during 1953, the Commonwealth 
Statistician reports. This was slightly 
lower than in 1952, but considerably 
higher than in previous years. About 
60 percent of the investment is esti- 
mated to have come from overseas. 
Major new projects included plans 
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Canadian business volume seems to be moving upward again, sea- 
sonal activity lending strength to the employment and trade outlook, 
after a shallow recession in the earlier months of the year. 

Near-record construction is in progress, and expanding resources 
output is bringing a number of new power and mineral projects to the 


stage of active production. However, 
uncertainty still prevails in important 
segments of the economy where the 
level of the available goods supply is 
temporarily in excess of demand. 

Weak spots continue in textiles, 
farm implements, automobiles, and 
various other consumer durables, and 
consequently in steel. Farm income 
also is lower, principally because slow 
wheat export is congesting storage 
and producers have been unable to 
make full delivery of the 1953 crop. 

Tt seems unlikely that the 1954 
wheat crop will be as large as the 
bumper yields of the past 3 years. 
Farmers’ seeding intentions, as an- 
nounced at the beginning of spring 
operations, indicated that acreage 
would be cut by about 4 percent to 
the lowest level in 6 years. Since then, 
excessive moisture and flooding in 
many areas has increased further the 
estimates of acreage taken out of pro- 
duction, while variable growth condi- 
tions also have contributed to predic- 
tions of a small crop. 


The significance of the large wheat 
carryover—614 million bushels on 
June 30—thus has been somewhat 
modified. The pool organization, the 
Canadian Wheat Board, announced a 
reduction in wheat prices in June 
which was intended to make Canadian 
wheat more competitive, but initial 
payments for the basic grades of grain 
will remain unchanged this year— 
$1.40 per bushel for wheat (No. 1 
Northern basis at Fort William), $0.65 
for oats, and $0.96 for barley. 


Mining Further Developed 


The Government’s basic figures on 
the economy show that the goods pro- 
ducing industries in general are tend- 
ing to contract production while the 
service industries are inclining to ex- 
pand output. One of the exceptions, 
however, is mining, which although 
depressed in some sectors, including 
gold, coal, lead and zinc, is increasing 
output in other sections because of 
activity in relatively newer lines. 


Initial shipments of Ungava iron 
ore and Kitimat aluminum, which 
have begun this summer, mark the 
coming into production of particularly 
important developments. New copper 
output also is scheduled for the Chi- 
bougamau and Gaspe regions of Que- 
bec. In the latter Province, a major 
expansion of asbestos production has 
been announced with the decision of 
an American company to develop de- 
posits at Black Lake. Quebec lithium 
deposits also are to be developed by 
an American company. 
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The first non-Government produc- 
er of uranium in Canada since the 
war has now come into production, 
and a still larger uranium mine is to 
be in operation next year. A third 
mining company recently has con- 
cluded a sales contract with the Gov- 
ernment and several more companies 
are negotiating with the Government 
refining operation which handles the 
disposition of the product. 


Newsprint is a buoyant feature of 
the production situation. Producers 
expect demand to exceed supply in 
coming months. Woodpulp exports 
also have shown important gains over 
last year. There has been a drop in 
lumber, however, which is attributed 
to a smaller output of logs this winter 
at a time when the market was soft 
and banks were reluctant to extend 
credit. Current markets are reported 
good and prices are moving upward 
under the influence of demand in the 
United States and United Kingdom. 
Strikes in the U. S. industry are di- 
verting business to the Canadian 
mills. 


Foreign Trade Dips 


The U. S. Government’s decision not 
to restrict the import of fish fillets 
has vastly eased Canadian apprehen- 
sion over U. S. trade policy. It also 
has lent stability to the Atlantic fish- 
ery’s prospects, which have been im- 
proved further by the signing of trade 
agreements with Portugal and Spain, 
providing firm markets for Newfound- 
land dry salt cod. The United King- 
dom, Australia, New Zealand, and 
Italy also have agreed to make signifi- 
cant quantities of dollars available for 
the purchase of Canadian fish, includ- 
ing salmon in some cases. 

Canada’s foreign trade has receded 
only moderately—imports more than 
exports. January-May exports had a 
total value of C$1,528 million, as com- 
pared with C$1,604 million for the 
first 5 months of 1953. Imports, in- 
cluding estimates for May, totaled 
$1,650 million as compared with 
C$1,810. Export prices were about 3 
percent lower than last year, whereas 
import prices were slightly higher. 

While three-fifths of the decline in 
exports is accounted for by the drop 
in wheat sales to oversea countries, 
their increased takings of forest prod- 
ucts and minerals maintained sales to 
them so that the export decline was 
felt chiefly in the U. 8S. market, sales 
to which were valued at C$912,107,000 
as compared with C$973,832,000 in the 
first 5 months of 1953. The decline to 





Canadian Business Volume Moves Upward}; 


the United States was sharpest in 
ricultural products and nonfe 
metals, including copper and zinc, by 
it extended to all categories of trad 
except animal products, in whieh 
there was a large increase. 
U. 8S. trade also felt most of the im. 
pact of the decline in imports in 
as in the preceding months. Alth 
details on the commodity dey 
ment are not available for the m 
history suggests that cotton and syn. 
thetic textiles, farm implements, auto. 
mobiles and parts accounted for th 
greater part of the decline. 


The Minister of National Rev 
making his first report to the Houg 
of Commons late in June on the opera- 
tion of the December 1953 amend 
ment to the Canadian Customs 
said that the law was being applied 
to a large quantity of cotton pleg 
goods and to refrigerators imported 
primarily from the United States. 


After years of negligible trade in 
tercourse with Canada, the Soviet 
Union has conspicuously sought to buy 
a range of Canadian products, in 
cluding strategic materials. The So 
viet offers have resulted in substantial 
private sales of Canadian pulp, canned 
pork, and barley. 

The St. Lawrence Seaway project 
holds the spotlight in transportation 
Although contracts have been awart- 
ed for some work on the hydroelectri¢ 
portion of the development, plans and 
arrangements for the seaway are stil 
under consideration. However, it § 
hoped that an early start can & 
made. 

Both rail and water transportation 
reflect the stagnation in grain move 
ment. Carloadings at the end of June 
showed a 10-percent decline from last 
year. Great Lakes shipping has bee 
sharply reduced by the glut of wheat 
in store at all points, and by the dé 
cline in steel production which ha 
resulted in a lack of movement @ 
iron ore from the Mesabi and Stee 
Rock Mines.—Emb., Ottawa. 












Construction Started on New 
Power Station in Australia 


Construction has begun on the Stat 
Electricity Commission’s new south 
west power station at Bunbury, Au 
tralia, 100 miles south of Perth. Basit 
plans provide for a capacity of 120,00 
kilowatts, with four 30,000-kilowat 
turboalternators each served by two 
coal-burning boilers. However, thé 
site has been designed to permit late 
extension to 400,000-kilowatt capacity. 

In addition to providing power fot 
the southwestern area, the powé 
station will be linked to the metro 
politan area of Perth by 132,000-volt 
transmission lines. 
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UY. S.-ltalian Fund Set 


‘Up To Aid Somalia 


Aspecial technical cooperation fund 
to help improve the economy of the 
ftalian-administered African Trust 
Territory of Somalia has been estab- 
lished jointly by the Italian Govern- 
ment and the U. S. Foreign Operations 
Administration. 

The fund, totaling the equivalent 
of US$1.2 million will finance a series 
of technical. cooperation projects, 
mainly in the fields of agriculture, 
public health, and education. The 
y. 8. contribution will be made in two 
parts: $300,000 for the purchase of 

ds and services in dollars and ‘the 
equivalent of $300,000 in Italian lire 
from part of the proceeds of the sale 
of U. S. surplus agricultural commod- 
ities to Italy. The Italian Govern- 
ment will contribute the equivalent 
cf $600,000. 

The purpose of the fund is to help 
the people of Somalia develop the 
resources of the Territory and to en- 
courage the flow of investment capital, 
with the objective of improving living 
standards and working conditions. 

Previous technical assistance pro- 
jects in Somalia financed through the 
U.S. Mutual Security Program have 
paved the way for the new program. 
They have included surveys of So- 
malia’s roads, port facilities and min- 
erals, as well as projects for water 
development and seed improvement. 

The new agreement between the 
United States and Italy creating the 
technical cooperation fund also estab- 
lished a Somalia development com- 
mittee to supervise its operations. 
Representatives of the United States 
and the Italian Government’s admin- 
istering authority will participate in 
the work of the fund agency and the 
committee. 





Swedish Firm To Build 
Liberian Plant 


A contract has been signed be- 
tween the Liberian Government 
and a Swedish firm, A. B. Elek- 
troinvest, under which the 
Swedish firm will construct a 
15,000- to 20,000-kilowatt hydro- 
electric power plant near Mon- 
rovia on the St. Paul River. The 
cost of this project will approxi- 
mate $8 million. 

Electrical equipment will be 
delivered by the Swedish ASEA 
concern, while the dam will be 
constructed by another Swedish 
firm, Svenska Entreprenad AB 
(SENTAB). The plant, expected 
to be completed in about 4 years, 
is intended to supply Monrovia 
with electric current. 
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lrish Government To Give Aid to Industry, 
Agriculture; Trade Balance Grows Worse 


The newly elected government of 
Ireland spent its first month examin- 
ing the country’s financial and eco- 
nomic position and in reassuring in- 
dustrialists and farmers that output 
and exports can be expanded with the 
aid which the government is prepared 
to give. 

The administration entered into its 
economic responsibilities under condi- 
tions of generally satisfactory levels of 
agricultural and industrial production 
and relatively low unemployment but 
with an increasing commitment for 
social services and a worsening of the 
balance-of-payments position. 

The government proposed that the 
Finance Bill, 1954, as presented by the 
former government, be adopted since 
3 months of the present fiscal year al- 
ready had passed and there had not 
been time for a complete review of the 
position. 

The budget for the current year ex- 
ceeds £130 million, of which some £37 
million must be borrowed. 

Industry To Be Expanded 

The Deputy Prime Minister, who is 
also the Minister for Industry and 
Commerce, has assured Irish indus- 
trialists that the government’s aim is 
to promote Irish industrial expansion. 
He further has said that since Ireland 
had entered the industrial field at a 
rather late date, Irish industrial en- 
terprises must be given every reason- 
able assistance and protection against 
foreign competition and against dump- 
ing from abroad. 

Further expansion of agricultural 
production and exports will be founded 
on the parish plan, which proposes an 
agricultural agent for every 3 parishes 
in Ireland, the Minister for Agriculture 
has stated. 

Other agricultural plans under con- 
sideration include the establishmént 
of an institute, the eradication of bo- 
vine tuberculosis, pig-litter testing, 
grassland improvement, increased use 
of grass silage and feed barley, land 
rehabilitation, and tax reduction on 
raw materials, such as fertilizers. 

Imports Rise 

Ireland’s adverse trade balance for 
the period January-May was over £38 
million compared with nearly £32 mil- 
lion for the like period of 1953, pre- 
liminary reports show. This worsening 
in the oversea trade balance reflected 
increased imports of £3.6 million and a 
downturn in exports of some £2 mil- 
lion. 

The 1954 tourist season has been ad- 
versely affected by poor weather. Over- 
all, however, the number of tourists 
throughout the country seems rela- 
tively high, and the airlines report a 
boom year for passengers. 

Progress on the £10.5-million scheme 
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for improvement of the national trans- 
port company, Coras Iompair Eireann, 
was considerably augmented with the 
signing of a contract for the supply 
of 94 diesel-electric locomotives. The 
contract, valued at £4.5 million, went 
to a British firm. In addition, 19 
smaller diesel locomotives are to be 
built in C. I. E.’s shops. 

A comprehensive program of rolling- 
stock expansion and replacement also 
is to be undertaken, with some 340 
new passenger cars and 3,500 freight 
cars costing £55 million to be built. 
When this program is completed, the 
C. I. E. rail system will be almost en- 
— diesel rather than steam-pow- 
er 


. \ 

A report, Trend of Employment and — 
Unemployment, issued by the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare, states that the 
total number of persons in productive 
employment fell from 810,600 in 1926 
to 751,000 in 1952. The number of per- 
sons in agriculture fell from 646,500 to 
483,000 in the 26 years, while the num- 
ber in other production increased from 
164,100 to 268,000. 

The number of persons in economic 
activity, other than production, rose 
from 409,700 in 1926 to 449,000 in 1952 
as a result of increased employment in 
commerce, finance, transport, commu- 
nications, public administration, and 
defense. The only nonproductive eco-/ 
nomic activity in which employment 
decreased was personal service. 


Rhodesia, Nyasaland 
Deficit Shows Drop - 


The current account deficit of the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
dropped to £27 million in 1953, the 
lowest figure on record, according to 
a report issued by the Federation’s 
Minister of Finance. The adverse 
balance of payments on current ac- 
count was £42.5 million in 1952 and 
£49.3 million in 1951. 

Capital inflow into the Federation 
during 1953 amounted to £49 million, 
of which more than £30 million was 
new long-term capital. 

Estimates of niet national income for 
1953 amounted to £233.7 million as 
compared with £147 million in 1950. 
Despite the growth in output and in- 
come in recent years, the Federation 
still is a relatively low-income coun- 
try. In 1953, the average per capita 
income was estimated at $35.—Feder- 
ation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
official newsletters. 








Flue-cured tobacco acreage in Japan 
for 1954 has been increased to 109,000 
acres, compared with 98,000 acres in 


1953, the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture reports. 
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Sale of Bolivian Tin to U.S. 
Will Ease Exchange Situation 


Bolivia will be fortunate to avoid a sizable foreign-exchange deficit 
in 1954, if budgeted expenditures are effected. Expenditures for the first 
half of 1954 are understood to have exceeded receipts by $1 million. 

Conclusion at the end of June of a contract between the U. S. and 
the Bolivian Governments for the sale of 12,000 tons of Bolivian tin, 


expected to net Bolivia between $18 
million and $20 million in foreign ex- 
change, should alleviate the situation. 
However, foreign exchange and im- 
port permits in the amount of $5 mil- 
lion have been promised to cover the 
import requirements of La Paz indus- 
try for the first half of 1954, and 
credit regulations have been liber- 
alized to permit a 30-percent expan- 
sion over the previous credit ceiling. 

New industries are to be permitted 
to. utilize $2 million for the importa- 
tion of machinery for expansion pur- 
poses. Meanwhile, raises in salaries, 
Wages, and social benefits authorized 
in April have increased labor costs 
almost 50 percent. 

Officials of the Bolivian State petro- 
leum agency, YPFB, and the Chilean 
Government were expected to con- 
clude a contract by which Bolivian 
gasoline and diesel and fuel oil would 
be bartered for Chilean iron and steel 
products. Such an arrangement should 
allow YPFB to utilize some of its ex- 
cess productive capacity, as well as 
provide much-needed material for use 
in the Government’s economic diversi- 
fication projects. 

The Central Obrera Boliviana, the 
Bolivian national labor organization, 
approved plans for a National Work- 
_ ers’ Congress to open in La Paz on 

October 31. 


Industrial Credit Eased 


The Chamber of Industries’ report 
for 1953, released June 27, states that 
the output of Bolivia’s manufacturing 
industry during that year declined 
28.17 percent as compared with 1952, 
and exchange allocated for the im- 
portation of raw materials for indus- 
try was only 75.8 percent of that of 
1949, considered to be a normal year. 
Taxation on profits, on the other 
hand, increased from 16.18 percent in 
1952 to 27.50 percent in 1953. 

Industry’s confidence was strength- 
ened, however, when the Foreign Com- 
merce Department of the Central 
Bank announced on June 27 an alloca- 
tion of $2,028,732 in foreign exchange 
to various La Paz importing firms for 
the first half of 1954. 

Concurrent with the release of for- 
eign exchange, the Central Bank also 
announced a plan to expand bank 
credit 30 percent over the loan ceiling 
established in the May 14, 1953, de- 
cree and to lower interest rates to 
8-10 percent depending upon the ratio 
of national raw materials utilized by 
the industry applying for a loan. 
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This liberalization will raise the 
credit ceiling from 3,435 million to 4,- 
466 million bolivianos, and this action 
reverses the credit policy of the de- 
crees of May 14, 1953. 

The free-market rate for the boli- 
viano, which had declined to 1,491 to 
the dollar in early June public auc- 
tions, rose to 1,350 through licensed 
exchange houses and to 1,460 at pub- 
lic auction following announcement 
of increased availability of foreign ex- 
change for private commerce and in- 
dustry. 

The sale of 12,000 tons of low-grade 
tin concentrates to the United States 
relieves the Bolivian Government of a 
major problem. The new contract, in 
conjunction with those already in 
force with British smelters, will cover 
all of Bolivia’s production. 

The Bolivian Tin Mission which 
negotiated the contract was expected 
to remain in Washington in order to 
take up with the General Services Ad- 
ministration the matter of the Bo- 
livian wolfram contracts. Wolfram 
exports for the first 3 months of the 
year were 515,989 fine kilograms 
valued at $2,682,848 compared with 
exports during the corresponding pe- 
riod in 1953 of 454,236 kilograms 
valued at $2,520,322. 

The total value of Bolivian mineral 
exports for the first quarter was $17.6 
million. If this average is maintained 
for the entire year, the total gross 
value of mineral exports in 1954 would 
be $70.4 million. Tin exports, how- 
ever, should be greater in the second 
half of the year, when deliveries under 
the new Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration contract begin, and improved 
mineral prices may raise the value of 
Bolivian 1954 total mineral exports to 
$80-$90 million as compared with $109 
million in 1953. 


Petroleum Production Rises 


Negotiations between Chile and 
YPFB finally resulted in an agreement 
for the exchange of 1.2 million liters 
of gasoline and 150 tons of diesel and 
fuel oil per month for Chilean iron 
and steel products. 

Meanwhile, YPFB’s problem of ex- 
cess crude production was increased 
when well C-19 at Camiri began to 
flow at the rate of 105,000 liters daily. 
The new well brings Bolivian crude- 
oil production to about 850,000 liters 
a day, a total which may increase to 
over 1 million liters daily when the 
drilling of two other wells at Camiri 





is completed. National consumptiog 
approximates 500,000 liters daily. ty 
view of this circumstance, pum 
wells at Camiri remain closed in 
all flowing wells choked back. (©-1g 
will be closed in as soon as certain 
initial tests are made. 

YPFB has concluded a contract with 
the Argentine Government for e 
of Bolivian crude oil from Bermejo tg 
Argentina and there is a possi 
that refined petroleum from Camir 
may be trucked to Paraguay. 


Labor Benefited :-Further 


The April 3 decree which effected 
general wage and salary increases and 
broadened the base of social-sec 
benefits was modified in June to ip. 
clude the value of frozen prices at 
mining company commissaries as part 
of the established minimum w 
and to allow office workers, prin 
newspapermen, and motion-picture 
employees a rental subsidy of 1,50 
bolivianos monthly instead of includ. 
ing them in the low-cost housing pro- 
gram. 

The estimated cost of wages, sala- 
ries, and social benefits for Bolivian 
industry, employing 13,680 workers and 
2,006 office employees, has risen from 
226,567,523 bolivianos monthly before 
the April 3 decree to 336,478,676 boll- 
vianos monthly afterward, or by 4851 
percent. About one-third of the labor 
cost is represented by social-security 
obligations. 

The increased wage and _ social 
security benefits paid under the de- 
crees of May 14, 1953, and April 3, 1954 
augmented annual payrolls of La Pag 
manufacturing industry from 2,70 
million to 4,000 million bolivianos. 

The Ministry of Economy is reported 
to have called for bids for the export 
of 7,000 head of Bolivian cattle t 
Brazil under the Bolivian-Brazilian 
special agreement for supplying theif 
mutual frontier zone. 

Negotiations for an Argentine-Bo- 
livian trade agreement were renewed 


Ex-Mine Workers To Be Resettled 


Reorganization of the Agricultural 
Development Committee of the Min- 
istry of Agriculture was ordered by 
a decree of June 10. The Ministry af 
Rural Affairs contemplates the re 
settlement of 300 ex-mine workem 
and their families from Oruro to Valk 
legrande in the Department of Santa 
Cruz, and colonization in the Province 
of Chapare in the Department of 
Cochabamba. 

The first contingent of 201 Okin- 
awan agricultural immigrants was re- 
ported to have embarked for Bolivia 
on June 18. Financing of the program 
within Bolivia is being provided in 
part from counterpart funds in the 
amount of 35 million  bolivianos 
through the U. S. aid program. 

Land distribution to retired min¢é 
workers under the special decree of 
September 2, 1953, was reported to be 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Guatemalan Business . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


amount of the public debt was ad- 
mittedly not known. 


The May 11 resolution brought to 
1,790,468 the amount of obligations 
canceled for items charged during the 
fiscal years 1928-29 through 1950-51, 
most of which were small amounts 
owed to firms and individuals and 
intragovermental obligations. Among 
the reasons given when the initial 
action was taken in July 1953 were 
that some of the creditors had lost 
documents necessary to resubstantiate 
their claims and that some of the 
commercial creditors had charged off 
the items as bad debts. 


The 1953-54. budget allocation for 
construction work on the Inter- 
American Highway, originally set at 
$2,600,000, was reduced to $1,059,393.45 
by budget decrees Nos. 84 and 104. 
Budget decree No. 1 of July 24, 1953, 
previously had transferred $545,000 of 
the initial allotment for the Inter- 
American Highway to the purchase 
of machinery. The new budget decrees 
transferred from that allotment 
$935,606.55 for the Atlantic Highway 
and $60,000 for beginning work on the 
Guatemala-Salama Highway. Work 
on the Inter-American Highway cur- 
rently is confined to a 28-mile section 
southeast of Guatemala City. 


Congress Passes Budget 


A national budget of $70,094,000 for 
the fiscal year 1954-55 was passed by 
the Guatemalan Congress on June 7 
and published in the Official Gazette 
on June 23. While the budget is $4,495,- 
9055 lower than the revised 1953-54 
budget, it is slightly higher than the 
amount proposed to the Congress by 
the Ministry of Finance. The princi- 
pal change in planned expenditures 
is a reduction of about $3,850,000 for 
extraordinary investments, principally 
public works. Although the new gov- 
ernment has indicated that it will re- 
view the budget thoroughly, to effect 
any economies possible, no action had 
been taken as of July 9. 


The Cia. de Agencias de Cham- 
perico, S. A., a W. R. Grace & Co. sub- 
sidiary which operates the Pacific port 
of Champerico, was intervened by the 
Guatemalan Government on May 25, 
after the company had instituted liq- 
tidation proceedings upon the Govern- 
ment’s failure to renew its charter to 
operate the port. The Government’s 
action was similar to that taken in 
April in the case of the Agencia Mari- 
tima Nacional, operator of the Pa- 
cific port of San Jose, also principally 
Owned by W. R. Grace & Co. 

A new 3-year contract was concluded 
through direct negotiations between 
the United Fruit Co. and the dock- 
workers’ union at Puerto Barrios; it 
Was signed on May 28 and became 
effective June 5. The workers receive 
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various fringe benefits but no direct 
wage increases. 

Coffee exports from the 1954-55 crop 
are expected to approximate 970,000 
60-kilogram bags out of the total 
estimated production of 1,230,000 bags. 
Current estimated stocks amount to 
40,000 bags—Emb., Guatemala City. 





Sale of ... 
(Continued from Page 6) 


making satisfactory headway in the 
Cochabamba area, 34 farm properties 
having been expropriated for this 
purpose. Through the end of June, 
10 large holdings were reported to 
have been divided up and distributed 
to ex-mine workers. It is hoped that 
eventually 5,000 mine workers and 
their families may be resettled on 
farm lands. 


The Government also decreed in 
June the establishment of a Rural 
Security Service, which will have com- 
mand of “mobile brigades for rural 
security,” recruited from among army 
reservists, who can be called into ac- 
tion in the event of rural disorders 
or disturbances. The decree also es- 
tablishes local law enforcing bodies 
known as “police of the campesino 
syndicates,” which will be responsible 
to the Ministry of Rural Affairs. 


The Ministry of Rural Affairs an- 
nounced that at the end of April 1954 
Bolivia had a total of 134 agrarian 
cooperatives with a capitalization of 
14,285,601 bolivianos and that by the 
end of 1954 there probably would be 
a total of 253 such cooperatives with 
capitalization of 26,041,170 bolivianos. 
—Emb., La Paz. 





Business at... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


for production of petrochemicals, light 
gases, and cellulose acetate. 


The prices of manufactured goods 
are more stable than they have been 
for a number of years. A few small 
price increases on certain articles 
have been more than offset by small 
cuts in prices of others. Prices are 
expected to continue to edge down- 
ward, particularly in the more com- 
petitive industries. 


Uranium Field Discovered 


Oil-drilling operations at Exmouth 
Gulf, Western Australia, showed 
traces of oil at the 9,789-foot level 
during the last week of June. Al- 
though reported attempts to make 
flow tests were not successful, a Gov- 
ernment geologist attached the great- 
est significance to these traces as in- 
dicating an occurrence of oil entirely 
separate from that found at a higher 
level. This discovery greatly increases 
the area in which oil may occur and 
also increases the extent of the po- 
tential reservoirs of oil, the geologist 
states. 


Ten companies will be searching for 
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Panamanian Building 
Proceeds Rapidly 


Private building construction in 
oe pe at a high rate dur- 
g June as cated by building per- 
mits totaling $676,000 compared with 
$204,000 in June 1953. Government 


building construction also was active. 


Wholesale and retail trade was 
spotty, causing some merchants and 
—- to 8 However, a few 
oO e comp ants are expanding 
and modernizing their establishments. 
Automobile sales were depressed. Beer 
and soft drink sales were considerably 
below those of June 1953, most of the 


decline being in sales to the Canal 
Zone. 


Several important firms dealing in 
household goods, clothing, office 
equipment, soaps and fats, insurance, 
and travel services reported that June 
business was equal to May and equal 
or superior to June 1953 in almost all 
respects. A sharp increase in sales of 
Japanese textiles was reported. 


Electric-power consumption in June 
declined slightly from the preceding 
month but was higher than in June 
1953. The trend in electric power use 
is upward. 


Panama Canal transit of commer- 
cial vessels continued at a satisfac- 
tory pace. 


The Government’s income tax col- 
lections for June were reported at the 
record sum of $5 million. The Gov- 
ernment also reported that it was 
—_— bills with a lag of less than 5 
weeks. 


The import volume declined appre- 
ciably because of unusual temporary 
conditions. Exports of Panamanian 
shrimp declined moderately and the 
local price was lower as a result of a 


drop in the demand for shrimp in the 
US. market. 


Two firms are negotiating with 
Colon Free Trade Zone officials to 
build banana and papaya processing 
plants in the Free Zone. A large 
American mail-order house is reported 
planning to construct a seven-story 
building in the Free Zone to service 
its outlets in the region—Emb., Pan- 
ama City. 





oil in Queensland during the coming 
year, a Government official has re- 
ported. Petroleum gas has been dis- 
covered at Roma. 


The Premier of South Australia an- 
nounced the discovery of a large ura- 
nium field in the northeastern part of 
that State. He stated that the field 
showed promise of many millions of 
tons of uranium ore. No statement 
was made on the quality of the ore. 

Mine production of copper, iron, and 
zinc in Australia in 1953 was consider- 
ably higher than in 1952. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Austria To Join in IC/DV System 


Effective September 20, Austria will 
be included among the countries par- 
ticipating in the Import Certificate- 
Delivery Verification (IC/DV) pro- 
cedure, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced. 

The purpose of the IC/DV proced- 
ure, in operation since October 1952, 
is to assist in preventing the trans- 
shipment of strategic goods. The pro- 
cedure applies to goods identified by 
the letter “A” on BFC’s Positive List 
of commodities. 

After the cooperative IC/DV pro- 
cedure goes into effect with Austria, 
U. S. exporters will be required to 
submit import certificates to BFC with 
their applications for licenses to ex- 
port strategic goods to Austria. The 
import certificate, issued by the 
Austrian Government, is to be obtain- 
ed by the U. S. exporter from the 
Austrian importer. 

U. S. license applicants will continue 
to be required to show on their appli- 
cation form the import identification 


number ‘appearing on the Austrian 
Government’s import authorization. 


As a part of the IC/DV procedure, 
BFC may request U. S. exporters to 
obtain from their Austrian importers 
verification, certified by the Austrian 
Government, that the licensed goods 
have been delivered in Austria. 


U. S. importers who receive requests 
for import certificates from Austrian 
exporters should file Form IT- or FC- 
826 with BFC in Washington or with 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. 


Austria will be the 13th country with 
which the United States cooperates 
in carrying out the IC/DV procedure. 
The other countries are Canada, 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Nor- 
way, Portugal, the United Kingdom, 
Western Germany, and Japan. 


This announcement appeared in the 
Department’s Current Export Bulle- 
tin No. 735. 





CCC Offers Items 
For Export Sales 


The commodities which will be avail- 
able to commercial exporters in Au- 
gust from Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion holdings, according to an 
announcement by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, are: 

Cheddar cheese, nonfat dry milk 
solids, butter, crude and refined cot- 
tonseed oil, peanuts, flaxseed, dry 
edible beans, wheat, corn, barley, rye, 
and oats. 

These items may be sold abroad 
at prices below the domestically sup- 
ported level. 

The list, which varies from month 
to month as additional commodities 
become available, or commodities 
formerly available are dropped, is de- 
signed to aid in moving CCC’s excess 
inventories into export through regu- 
lar commercial channels (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 12, 1954, p. 2). 
Major changes in the list for August 
are the adding of flaxseed (for crush- 
ing only) and baby lima, pea, and 
great northern beans. Large lima and 
red kidney beans were dropped from 
the list but will shortly be offered 
for export sale on a competitive bid 
basis by the Portland, Oreg., Com- 
modity Office of the Commodity Sta- 
bilization Service. 

Also eligible for export, at the same 
prices offered for sale to domestic 
buyers, are a number of grass and 
cover crop seeds from the CCC do- 
mestic sales list for August 1954. 


By knowing in advance the com- 
modities that are available, private 
exporters are in a position to develop 


export sales before the commodities 
are actually purchased from CCC. 


If it becomes necessary during the 
month to amend this list in any fma- 
terial way—such as by the removal or 
addition of a commodity or by a sig- 
nificant change in price or method of 
sale—the Department of Agriculture 
will send an announcement of the 
change to all persons currently re- 
eeiving the list by mail from Wash- 
ington. 


The CCC will entertain offers from 
prospective buyers for the purchase 
of any commodity on the current 
list. Offers accepted by CCC will be 
subject to the terms and conditions 
prescribed by the Corporation. The 
buyer is responsible for obtaining any 
required U. S. Government export 
permit or license. Purchases from 
CCC shall not constitute any assur- 
ance that any such permit or license 
will be granted by the issuing author- 
ity. 

Announcements containing all terms 
and conditions of sale wili be furnish- 
ed upon request. Interested persons 
are invited to communicate with the 
Commodity Stabilization Service, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., or, for specified com- 
modities, with the designated CSS 
Commodity Office. 





A consignment of 110,000 pounds of 
Kenya butter has been received in the 
United Kingdom from Mombasa, and 
another shipment is en route, the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture reports. 

This is the first time Kenya butter 
has been exported to the United King- 
dom in quantity. 


after January 1 of the year in whid 


U. S., Germany Entel 


Into Tax Convention 


A convention between the Uni 
States and the Federal Republie ¢& 
Germany for the avoidance of doubl 
taxation with respect to income 
signed by Secretary of State J 
Foster Dulles and Mr. Albrecht yoq 
Kessel, Minister, Charge d’Affaires ag 
interim of the Federal Republic gf 
Germany, on July 22. 

The provisions of the conventigg 
follow, in general, the pattern of i 
come-tax conventions entered int 
by the United States with a numbe 
of other countries. The convention 
designed to remove an undesirabig 
impediment to international trade ang 
economic development by doing away 
as far as possible with double tax. 
tion on the same income. 

As to the United States, the con. 
vention applies only to Federal t 
except for the standard national 
treatment provision. The provisions 
establishing rules for avoidance of 
double taxation and for administra. 
tive cooperation do not apply to im 
position of taxes by the States, the 
District of Columbia, or the Territories 
or possessions of the United States. 

As to the Federal Republic, the con- 
vention applies to the income tax, the 
corporation tax, and the Berlin emer- 
gency contribution (Notopfer). 

The convention is to be brought int 
force by the exchange of instrument 
of ratification and will be effective 
for taxable years beginning on @ 


such exchange takes place. 

When the convention was signed 
notes were exchanged confirming a 
understanding that, pending the entry 
into force of the convention, U. & 
airline companies operating in the 
Federal Republic of Germany will & 
accorded exemption from the Germal 
corporation income tax and certaii 
other taxes. 





Oranges Dropped From 
Export Payment Program 


Fresh oranges were dropped from 
the current export payment program 
for fresh and processed citrus fruits, 
effective midnight, E.D.T., July 30, the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture ha 
announced. Export payments will com 
tinue to be made on fresh grapefrult 
and processed citrus products. 

Contracts for export entered inw 
and applications filed and approved 
for fresh oranges under the export 
payment program prior to the effective 
time and date of the termination are 
not affected. 

The program was terminated for 
fresh oranges because the remaining 
supplies are needed for the domestie 
market. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 








Egypt Eases Entry 
Of U. S. Cars 


Following the release of £10 
million by the British authorities 
to Egypt on July 12, under the 
terms of the 1951 Anglo-Egypt- 
jan financial agreement, Egypt 
removed all import-licensing re- 
strictions on trade with sterling 
and payment-agreements areas 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Mar. 15, 1954, p. 11). 

Of significance to U. S. export- 
ers is that at the same time auto- 
mobiles from the dollar, as well 
as the sterling, area were added 
to the Egyptian export and im- 
port-entitlement accounts lists. 

Egypt had banned import of 
U. S. automobiles since 1952. 











Sweden Relaxes Licensing 
Of Ships’ Fuel and Stores 


Swedish vessels may take on and 
garry abroad from Sweden for their 
om needs unspecified quantities of 
fuel and other necessities without ex- 

licenses, under an order issued by 
the Swedish State Trade and Industry 

Commission on June 30, effective 
July 1. 

Foreign vessels calling at Swedish 
ports now need an export license to 
fake on bunker fuel oil in excess of 
30 cubic meters, whereas formerly 
they could take only 30 cubic meters 
from Swedish stores without an ex- 
port license. 

The amount of other necessities 
Which a foreign vessel may carry from 
Sweden without an export license is 
that determined by the pertinent cus- 
tom-house as the quantity essential 
for the voyage. 

Swedish shipowners also may ex- 
port without a license to Swedish ves- 
tls abroad such necessities as are re- 
@ired from Sweden for the ships’ own 
needs —Emb., Stockholm. 





Egypt To Import New Items 
Under Entitlement Plan 


New additions to the Egyptian list 
of commodities importable under ex- 
port account-import entitlement pro- 
tfdures (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
_ 29, 1954, p. 11), are the follow- 

g: 


Tariff item No. 527, Cotton wick for kero- 
tene stoves. 


554, Horsewhips. 

622, Kerosene glass containers for kerosene 
Stoves. 

682(b), Kerosene-heated irons. 

791 B, Spare parts and accessories for ap- 
Paratuses listed in the export account. 


—Emb., Cairo. 
August 9, 1954 


Philippines Alters Import Rules; 
Allocations Favor New Industries 


New regulations for allocating foreign exchange for Philippine im- 
ports in the second half of the year, July 1-December 31, have been 
issued by the Central Bank of the Philippines. 

The outstanding features of the new regulations are more liberal 
treatment for new producers manufacturing essential articles and omis- 


sion of new wholesalers from those 
eligible to receive foreign exchange 
allocations as new importers. 

Significant provisions for the var- 
ious categories of importers are as 
follows: 

e “Government entities” will be 
granted exchange for highly essential 
and essential goods in amounts equiv- 
alent to those allocated them in the 
first half of 1954 for imports classi- 
fied in those categories. To obtain 
exchange in excess of allocations in 
the first half year or to import com- 
modities in the nonessential categories 
they must file separate applications 
with the Philippine National Bank. 


e@ “Old producers”—importers of 
materials and equipment for their 
own operations—are redefined as en- 
terprises that were granted foreign 
exchange quotas either as old or as 
new producers for the period July 1, 
1953-June 30, 1954, or that were estab- 
lished and in continuous operation 
for at least 6 months before July 1, 
1954, without benefit of foreign ex- 
change quotas. 

This class of importers will receive 
foreign exchange to finance imports 
of raw materials and spare parts in 
amounts equivalent to their first half- 
year quotas for 1954, including all 
adjustments made during that period. 

Import of commodities in excess 
of current productive needs for stock- 
piling will be discouraged. 


Moreover, import of some types of 
raw materials and spare parts will 
require specific authorization from the 
Central Bank, including those destined 
for resale or distribution in the same 
form and those imported for non- 
productive use, such as construction 
materials for factory and housing, 
office supplies, and passenger cars, as 
well as items for which exchange is 
not regularly allocated, that is, com- 
modities on the unclassified list and 
goods produced locally in adequate 
quantities and quality at reasonably 
competitive prices. 


Exchange for imports of leaf tobac- 
co, flour, and component parts for 
assembly of passenger cars are covered 
by a separate regulation. 


@ “New producers” —importers of 
materials and equipment for their 
own operations—are redefined as en- 
terprises that did not begin operations 
or were not in production less than 
6 months before July 1, 1954, and were 





without benefit of foreign exchange 
quotas. 

To receive allocations such produc- 
ers manufacturing products in the 
nonessential categories or unclassified 
list must show that the value of the 
raw materials to be imported will not 
exceed 60 percent of the prime cost of 
the finished product, that is, the com- 
bined raw-material and productive- 
labor cost, and/or show potential dol- 
lar earnings from the exports. 

New producers manufacturing prod- 
ucts in essential categories, however, 
will be granted foreign exchange to 
pay for imports of machinery, equip- 
ment, spare parts, and raw materials 
upon demonstration that they have 
the potentiality for earning dollars or 
a reasonable opportunity for saving 
dollars. This requirement for new 
producers’ in the latter group is ex- 
pected to facilitate greatly their ob- 
taining necessary exchange, in line 
with the administration’s objective of 
channeling foreign exchange to new 
industries. 

Restrictions on resale of imported 
raw materials and spare parts and on 
stockpiling of these goods beyond cur- 
rent requirements apply equally to 
both groups of new producers. 

e@ “Old importers”—those engaged 
solely in trade—are redefined as all 
persons, natural or juridical, who have 
records of having imported in 1949 
and who have established letters of 
credit and/or have made remittances 
by money transfers, telegraphic trans- 
fers, or demand drafts for payment 
of merchandise imported in 1952. 

Old importers will be granted for- 
eign exchange equivalent to their al- 
locations for the first half of 1954, 
including all adjustments granted dur- 
ing that period. 

“New importers”—engaged solely in 
trade—are redefined as all Filipino 
and American merchants, natural or 
juridical, who have qualified as new 
importers under Republic Act No. 650, 
or under the delegated authority of 
the Bankers’ Committee, or by author- 
ity of the Monetary Board, and who 
have opened letters of credit and/or 
made remittances by monetary trans- 
fers, telegraphic transfers, or demand 
drafts up to and including the first 
half of 1954 in payment of imported 
merchandise. 

New importers will be granted for- 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Britain Bans Import 


Of Pork From U. S. 


Fresh pork from the United States 
is prohibited import into the United 
Kingdom under an amendment to the 
British Diseases Animals Act, 1950. 

In addition, import of all other fresh 
meat from the United States must be 
covered by licenses issued by the Brit- 
ish Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. Also, each consignment of 
meat in this category must be accom- 
panied by a certificate signed by a 
duly authorized official of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture specifying 
that none of the meat in the consign- 
ment is pig meat and that it has 
come from abattoirs which are subject 
to Federal inspection. 

The new regulation is designed to 
provide an adequate safeguard against 
the introduction of such diseases as 
vesicular exanthema, swine fever, and 
rinderpest, which are easily trans- 
mitted in carcass meat. It also gives 
statutory effect to an administrative 
arrangement which has been in prac- 
tice since 1940, when the British 
Government took over the importa- 
tion of meat. 

Although carcass meat is still im- 
ported on Government account, the 
Government has announced that it 
will soon return the trade to private 
purchase. 





Swiss, Czechoslovaks 
Lower Trade Quotas 


Swiss imports from Czechoslovakia 
to a value of 71 million francs and 
exports to that country of 56 million 
francs are fixed as quotas for April 
1954-March 1955 in the fourth proto- 
col to the Swiss-Czechoslovak trade 
and payments agreement of December 
22, 1949 (1 Swiss franc=—about US 
$0.23). 


These quotas compare with 125 mil- 
lion and 115 million francs set for 
imports and exports in the first year 
of the agreement. 


The Swiss import surplus of 15 
million francs under the new protocol 
would be applied to the reduction of 
Czechoslovak debts to Switzerland. 


Items to be imported by Switzerland 
include malt, hops, sugar, automobiles, 
and motorcycles, as well as a variety 
of products and raw materials for the 
metal, textile, glassware, chemical, and 
wood industries. 


Approximately two-thirds of Swiss 
exports to Czechoslovakia are to be 
chemicals and machinery. Other ex- 
ports listed are apples, livestock, 
watches, and ball bearings. 


The trade is not expected to come 
up to the quota figures. In 1953 
Swiss imports from Czechoslovakia 
amounted to only 47 million francs 





and exports to 42 million francs. Im- 
ports and exports in the first half of 
1954 were at the same level as for the 
similar period of last year. 

The principal limitation on trade 
between the countries appears to be 
the inability of Czechoslovakia to 
supply goods wanted on the Swiss 
market. The Czechoslovaks reportedly 
are no longer ready to supply coal 
and coke and have only limited quan- 
tities of iron and steel products for 
export. The trade is further limited 
because Switzerland desires to retain 
an import surplus with Czechoslovakia 
in order to reduce that country’s 
debts to it incurred through national- 
ization of Swiss properties in Czecho- 
slovakia. 





Iraq Reclassifies 
Restricted Imports 


The Iraq Government has reclas- 
sified into three categories products 
subject to import restrictions regard- 
less of the source from which im- 
ported, effective June 14. 

Previous notifications banning im- 


port of specific commodities have been 
canceled. 


The following are the three catego- 
ries of restricted imports: 

@ Prohibited imports.—Garlic; 
dried horse beans; watermelon seed; 
marrow seed; cowpeas; bassourag 
nuts; terebinth nuts (butum and 
habat khadhra); walnut and walnut 
kernels; dried figs; oleaster (nabag 
’ajam) and dried plums; ethyl alco- 
hol; inner-sole leather and semi- 
tanned skins; building bricks and 
stones except roof tile and firebricks; 
ordinary kitchen utensils and non- 
galvanized metal pails; head kerchiefs 
and printed shawls (Ghatra and Yash- 
magh); cotton yarns Nos. 6 to 8; ex- 
plosives and fireworks except detona- 
tors; wooden door and window frames; 
and animal skin rejects. 


Import of dried horse beans, water- 
melon seed, marrow seed, cowpeas, 
and bassourag nuts for agricultural 
purposes, supported by agricultural 
certificates, is not prohibited. 


@ Imports requiring High Supply 
Committee permission.—Butter; ani- 
mal ghee, or clarified butter; pajamas 
of any kind of cloth; cement; wooden 
furniture of any kind for personal 
use; hazelnuts and chestnuts; flour; 
rice; and chickpeas. 


@ Imports permitted only within 
quotas.—Concentrated liquid milk; 
uncanned vegetables of all kinds, upon 
the recommendation of agricultural 
authorities; tomato paste; cotton oil; 
steel tables; steel chairs; raw skins, 
upon the recommendation of the 
Skins Association; refined salt; beer; 
rubber footwear; and celophane paper 
bags not produced in Iraqg—Emb., 
Baghdad. 





Iraq Doubles Quota 


Passenger cars from the 
United States may be imported 
into Iraq in 1954 within a cejj- 
ing limit of 1,250,000 dinars 
(US$3,500,000) . 

This quota is double that of 
1953, according to the Director 
of Imports. 

Import licenses will be granted 
any accredited distributor of 
U.S. cars who submits a firm 
offer and/or a bank statement 
certifying that his previous im- 
port license for similar vehicles 
was fully utilized. 

The 1954 allocation for US, 
trucks is about 2,000,000 dinars 
(US$5,600,000) . 











Philippines Alters . . . 


(Continued from Page 9) 


eign exchange on the same basis a 
are old importers. 


New importer-applicants who did 
not receive exchange allocations ig 
the first half of 1954, and who ar 
actively engaged in merchand 
will be permitted to obtain foreign 
exchange for imports of highly essen- 
tial and essential items upon satis 
faction of the following conditions: 


The importer-applicant of a single 
proprietorship must be a Filipino o 
American citizen. 


A partnership or a corporation must 
be 60 percent owned by either Filipine 
or American nationals. 


The applicant must be actively en- 
gaged in the retail merchandising 
business and maintain a fixed place of 
business in accordance with standard 
commercial practice. 


The applicant must have minimum 
total gross sales for the preceding half 
year of not less than the equivalent 
of $25,000. In addition, the amount of 
foreign exchange applied for may b 
equal to only 20 percent of the appli- 
cant’s gross sales in the preceding half 
year, or $10,000, whichever is lower. 


Special exchange allowances af 
made for imports of books for personal 
use and for individual subscriptions 
to foreign magazines, periodicals, and 
pamphlets not exceeding $25 per ap- 
plicant in each calendar month. Spe 
cial allowances are also made for 
dental and medical equipment for the 
professional requirements of dentists 
and doctors not exceeding $500 per 
applicant in each half year. 

The changes in the system of alloca- 
ting foreign exchange for imports was 
put into effect by regulation No. 10, 
which implements circular No. 44 is- 
sued by the Central Bank (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 13, 1953, p. 7). 
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New Pakistan System 
‘Curtails Licensing 


The Pakistan Government on July 
#2 announced a new import policy for 
the July-December shipping period. 

The number of items to be licensed 
for import is reduced slightly from 
987 to 270. Licenses will be issued only 
to registered importers having a rec- 
ord of similar imports in past years, 
and no newcomers will receive li- 


censes. 

New listings indicate a reduction 
jn some consumer goods imports and 
4 preference for and relaxation of 
gntrols for items widely consumed 
in East Pakistan. 

New licensable items from the dollar 
area include secondhand clothing and 
gmanufactured tobacco. 

Licenses for consumer goods will be 
given mostly to the sole agents of 
foreign suppliers. 

In licensing industrial materials 
preference will be given to users of 
basic raw materials, machinery, and 
capital equipment. Large industrial 
consumers and handicraft industries 
of substantial size may apply directly 
for import licenses. Smaller handi- 
graft firms should relay their require- 
ments to the provincial directors of 
industries, to whom the licenses will 
be issued. 

Applications for import of ma- 
thinery and raw materials for new 
industries will be received throughout 
the shipping period. Other applicants 
must apply before July 31 if located in 
Karachi and before August 7 if located 
tlsewhere in Pakistan. 





Additional Coffee Export 


Tax Imposed in Salvador 


A new Salvadoran coffee export tax 
of 3 colones (US$1.20) per 100 pounds 
applicable against the 1954-55 crop 
Was approved by the Legislative As- 
sembly on July 7. 

This tax is in addition to the basic 
progressive ad valorem export tax that 
went into effect on November 1, 1950 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 30, 
1950, p. 12). 

This legislation was instituted by 
the Ministry of Finance for the pur- 
pose of financing some of the Govern- 
Ment’s economic -development and 
social-improvement programs, as well 
as of draining off excess purchasing 
power expected to be created by the 
1954-55 coffee crop with its attendant 
high prices and inflationary effects. 

The Government is expected to de- 
tive as much as $2 million from this 
tax if the excellent prospects for the 
1954-55 coffee crop are realized.—Emb., 
San Salvador. 





International trade in rice in 1953 
dropped 10 percent as compared with 
1952, according to the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service. 


August 9, 1954 
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Federation of Rhodesias, Nyasaland Eases 
Import Controls on Nonsterling Goods 


Significant relaxations in Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland im- 
port controls on dollar and other non- 
sterling imports have been announced 
by the Ministry of Commerce and In- 
dustry of the Federation. 

Many commodities formerly under 
nonsterling exchange quotas are in- 
corporated in the unrestricted list ef- 
fective July 1. This list is composed 
of two sections, namely: Goods that 
may be imported freely from any non- 
sterling source, including the United 
States, and goods which may be im- 
ported only from designated coun- 
tries of the Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation—Austria, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, France, Federal Re- 
public of Germany, Italy, Norway, 
Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, Lux- 
embourg, Greece, Netherlands, Turkey, 
and Finland. Items on the list remain 
subject to import license but licenses 
are issued freely. 

Nonsterling currency quotas for im- 
ports in the second half of 1954 are 
fixed at about £6 million (US$17 mil- 
lion) of which £2,883,950 (about $8 
million) is specifically earmarked for 
dollar imports. Total nonsterling ex- 
penditures, however, are likely to be 
considerably higher, depending upon 
the volume of unrestricted goods im- 
ported. 

Goods appearing for the first time 
on the unrestricted list and which 
may be imported freely from the 
United States and other nonsterling 
countries are: 

Animal charcoal; animal feedstuffs; con- 
densed and dried milk; edible nuts, excluding 
peanuts; infants’ foods, milk-based only; olives 
in brine, in bulk; tinned fish; handtools; 
mosquito gauze; outboard motors of over 20 
hp.; filter plants and filters for purification 
and softening water; lifts, hydraulic or elec- 
tric, and gates; air-conditioning machinery 
and air distributors and inlets in connection 
therewith; windmills; insecticides; medical 
drugs and chemicals, excluding proprietory 
medicines; disinfectants; veneers; sensitized 
paper; fishhooks, plain, that is, excluding arti- 
ficial lures, flies, spoons, etc. 

Total Federation exchange alloca- 
tions for dollar imports in the second 
half of 1954 are distributed among 
commodities as follows (£1—US$2.80). 


WRN os cchenasn ch vip haba scedscenee ie 0,000 
Agricultural machinery ..... ...... 220,000 
Mining and industrial machinery .. 438,000 
Steel for commerce and industry .. 25,000 
Electrical goods and spares ........ 13,000 
Commercial vehicles .............+.. 445,000 
Other metal and machinery items . 28,000 
Asphalt and bitumen ............... 10,000 
Rubber tires and tubes ............ 11,000 
Plywood, blockboard ..............+. 7,500 
Office OGUIPMOENt ....cccicccsccesers 42,500 
Wee SOON on, cei ctcaceceenes< 11,500 
Metal watch straps ............e.6.. 2,200 
American sea reels .......seeeceeees 4,450 
Commercial cinema spares ......... 4,500 
Photographic equipment ............ 2,300 
Precision instruments .........+.+.. 3,000 
BEMCOTIAMOOER: ccc ccscncccccccvccces 41,000 
Government Departments: 
EP Pa Tee 540,000 
Mining companies in Northern 
ORO ceciwecisccccbecccves ,000 
Other ..... diitwicidencegnds cites 15,000 
Ministerial reserves.............. 100,000 
rr mre me £2,883,950 


No restrictions are imposed on im- 
ports from sterling countries. The 
Federation’s import control system 
applies only to nonsterling countries. 


Under this system dollar exchange 
is allocated by the Federal Govern- 
ment for goods of various categories. 
These allocations are further broken 
down for the three territories, that is, 
for Southern Rhodesia, Northern 
Rhodesia, and Nyasaland. 


Specific exchange allotments to in- 
dividual importers are recommended 
to the Government through the Fed- 
eral Council of the Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland Chambers of Commerce, 
which acts as a clearing house for 
claimants. After approval of individ- 
ual importers’ allotments, licenses are 
issued by the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry. 


Issuance of a license assures auto- 
matic release of necessary dollar for- 
eign exchange for payment of the 
goods involved. 


This Federation system is essen- 
tially an extension of the system in 
effect in Southern Rhodesia before es- 
tablishment of the Federation in Au- 
gust 1953 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Apr. 7, 1952, p. 14; Mar. 16, 1953, p. 9; 
August 31, 1953, p. 6; and September 
28, 1953, p. 8)—Cons. Gen., Salisbury. 





Indonesia Prohibits Export 
Of Some Goods to Singapore 


The Indonesian Government has 
prohibited export to Singapore of rub- 
ber of the higher grades, that is sheet, 
crepe, and brown of grades 1, 2, and 3; 
flatbark; and all blankets, and also 
high-quality tea and coffee. 


The prohibition, effective July 11, 
will apply until further notice. 


The Government thereby hopes to 
channel such trade directly to con- 
sumer countries, bypassing middleman 
speculators in Indonesia and Singa- 
pore, whose increasing participation in 
such transactions, it feels, cuts back 
both profits accruing to regular ex- 
porters and Government revenue. 


Cuba Raises Duty on U. S. 
Plastic Hose to 90 Cents 


Cuba has reclassified plastic hose 
for tariff purposes, by Customs cir- 
cular No. 33, dated April 20. 


Formerly entering Cuba under item 
No. 315 of the customs tariff and duti- 
able at the rate of $0.04 kilogram, 
plastic hose from the United States 
now enters under item No. 302-J and 
is dutiable at the rate of $0.90 a kilo- 
gram.—Emb., Havana. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


VenezuelanDutiesUp 
On Textiles, Apparel 


Venezuelan import duties are in- 
creased sharply on numerous textile 
and wearing apparel tariff classifica- 
tions, by decrees of July 23, effective 
August 25 for wearing apparel and 
September 24, for textiles. 

Items affected and their new duties, 
in bolivars per gross kilogram, with 
former duties in parentheses, are as 
follows (1 bolivar—US$0.30): 


No. 71, Unbleached fabrics with or without 
colored stripes or squares, weighing not more 
than 110 grams, 15 (5). 


No. 72, Unbleached fabrics with or without 
colored stripes or squares, except sailcloth, 
weighing more than 110 grams, 15 (7). 

No. 73, Bleached fabrics, plain, weighing not 
more than 130 grams containing: (A) Up to 
13 threads, 8.00 (4.50); (B) 14 to 16 threads, 
8.00 (4.50); (C) 17 to 18 threads, 7.00 (4.50); 
(D) 19 to 21 threads, 5 (5); (E) 22 threads 
and over, 5 (5). 

No. 74, Bleached fabrics, plain, weighing 
more than 130 grams, containing: (A) Up to 
13 threads, 8.00 (4.50); (B) 14 to 16 threads, 
8.00 (4.50); (C) 17 to 18 threads, 7.00 (4.50); 
(D) 19 to 21 threads, 5 (5); (E) 22 threads 
and over, 5 (5). 

No. 75, Bleached fabrics, figured, other than 

known commercially as drills, weighing: 
(A) Up to 130 grams, 8 (6); (B) over 130 
grams, 8 (5). 

No. 76, Dyed fabrics, plain, weighing not 
more than 130 grams, containing: (A) Up to 
13 threads, 8 (6); (B) 14 to 16 threads, 8 (6); 
(C) 17 to 18 threads, 7 (6); (D) 19 to 21 
threads, 6.50 (6.50); (E) 22 threads and over, 
6.50 (6.50). 

No. 77, Dyed fabrics, plain, weighing more 
than 130 grams. other than those known com- 
mercially as drills, containing: (A) Up to 13 
threads, 8 (5); (B) 14 to 16 threads, 8 (5); (C) 
17 to 18 threads, 7 (5); (D) 19 to 21 threads, 
5.50 (5.50); (E) 22 threads and over, 5.50 (5.50). 


No. 78, Dyed fabrics, figured, weighing: (A) 
Up to 130 grams, 8 (6); (B) more than 130 
grams, 8 (5). 

No. 79. Printed fabrics, plain, weighing not 
more than 130 grams, containing: (A) Up to 
14 threads, 15 (6); (B) 15 or more threads, 
12 (6). 

No. 80, Printed fabrics, plain, weighing more 
than 130 grams, containing: (A) Up to 13 
threads, 12 (5): (B) 14 to 16 threads, 12 (5); 
(C) 17 to 18 threads, 12 (5); (D) 19 to 21 
wh 12 (5.50); (E) 22 threads and over, 

No. 81, Printed fabrics, figured, weighing: 
(A) Up to 150 grams, 15 (6); (B) more than 150 
grams, 12 (5). 

No. 82, Fabrics manufactured with dyed 
threads or with bleached and dyed ‘threads, 
plain, weighing not more than 130 grams, 
other than those known commercially as 
drills, containing: {A) Up to 14 threads, 13.50 
4.50); (B) 15 to 18 threads, 11.00 (4.50); (C) 
9 threads and over, 5.00 (4.50). 

No. 83, Fabrics manufactured with dyed 
threads or with bleached and dyed threads, 

lain, weighing more than 130 grams, other 

nm those known commercially as drills, con- 
taining: (A) Up to 14 threads, 13.50 (4); (B) 
15 to 18 threads, 11 (4); (C) 19 threads and 
over, 5 (4). 

No. 84, Fabrics manufactured with dyed 
threads or with bleached and dyed threads, 
Sgured, weighing: (A) Up to 130 grams, 13.50 
(5.00); (B) 130 grams and over, 13.50 (4.50). 

No. 85, Fabrics known commercially as drills, 
weighing: (A) 180 to 250 grams, 15.00 (6.50): 
(B) 250 grams and over, 15.00 (5.50). 

No. 85, Canvas, weighing: (A) Up to 380 
grams, 6 (1); (B) 380 grams and over, water- 
proofed or not, 1.00 (1.40). 

No. 90, Cotton fabrics with silk ornamen- 
tation or mixed with silk, 15 (8). 

No. 139, Pabrics of artificial silk, pure or 
1s weighing: (A) Up to 150 grams, 22 

). 

No. 144, Miscellaneous manufactures: 
Stiffening cloth of silk mixed with cotton, 
simply cut out, unsewn, for making shirt 
collars, classification now deleted. 

No. 160, Special fabrics: (M) Te 
the manufacture of towels and 


(P) 


cloth for 
throbes, 








Cuba Abolishes Some 
Documentation 


Cuba has abolished, effective 
July 9, several documentary re- 
quirements which previously 
had been suspended indefinitely. 

These are: 


@ That a certified copy of the 
shipper’s export declaration be 
presented to Cuban consulates, 
originally required by decree No. 
3449 of October 17, 1952. 


@ That inscriptions of Cuban 
commodity class numbers appear 
on consular invoices, required by 
article No. 4 of decree No. 890 of 
April 17, 1953. 

@ That purchase invoices ac- 
company documents, required by 
article 5 of the same decree. 

All three requirements were 
abolished by decree No. 1548.— 
Emb., Havana. 











8.00 (5.50); (R) for exclusive use in the fabri- 
cation of shirt collars, provided they come in 
pieces cut up to a square meter, 0.60 (1.20). 

No. 98, Finished, semifinished or cutout gar- 
ments: (B) For women: (1) Of pure or mixed 
cotton, without silk, 50 (18); (2) of cotton 
mixed with silk, 60 (26). 


No. 99, Finished, semifinished or cutout 
wearing apparel: (A) For men: (6) Handker- 
chiefs, 12 (7); (B) For women: (2) Handker- 
chiefs, 12 (7). 


No. 100, Bedding: (C) Sheets, 15 (7). 

No. 102, Micellaneous cotton finished goods 
and manufactures: (C) towels, 12 (6). 

No. 114, Finished, semifinished, or cutout 
linen garments: (B) For women: (1) Of pure 


or mixed linen, without silk, 50 (50); (2) of 
linen mixed with silk, 60 (26). 


No. 115, Pinished, semifinished, or cutout 
wearing apparel: (B) For women: (1) With- 
out silk, unspecified, 50 (18); (2) with silk, 
unspecified, 60 (30). 

No. 133, Finished, semifinished, or cutout 
woolen clothing: (A) For men: (2) Of pro- 
tein fibers, pure or mixed, 60 (60); (B) For 


women: (1) Of wool, pure or mixed, 50 (36); 
(2) of protein fibers, pure or mixed, 60 (40). 


No. 134, Finished, semifinished, or cutout 
woolen wearing apparel: (A) For men: (5) 
Of protein fibers, pure or mixed, 60 (60); For 
women: (4) Of protein fibers, pure or mixed, 
60 (40); (5) without silk, unspecified, 20 (9); 
(6) with silk, unspecified, 20 (10). 


No. 142, Finished, semifinished, and cutout 
silk clothing: (B) For women: (1) Of nat- 
ural silk, pure or mixed, 75 (50); (2) of arti- 
ficial silk, pure or mixed, not containing more 
than 30 percent of natural silk, 100 (40). 


No. 143, Finished, semifinished, or cutout 
silk wearing apparel: (B) For women: (1) Of 
natural silk, pure or mixed, 75 (50); (2) of 
artificial silk, pure or mixed, not containing 
more than 30 percent of natural silk, except 
knitted articles, 100 (40); (4) of knitted arti- 
ficial silk, pure or mixed, unspecified, with 
not more than 30 percent if the mixture is of 
natural silk, 125 (40). 


No. 189, Tanned hides and skins, not for 
adornment, except sole leather and fresh 
splits, manufactured: (F) In the form of 
— articles of clothing, unspecified, 

). 


No. 425-Ter, Readymade clothing, finished, 
semifinished, or cutout, mot specified: (A) 
For men, 100 (new item); (B) For women, 100 
(new item). 


No. 136, Short fibers of artificial silk (arti- 
ficial floss silk), 2.00 (0.16). 


No. 137, Silk yarn for weaving looms: (A) 
Of natural silk, 8 (5); (B) yarn with con- 
tinuous filament (rayon thread), 6 (4); (C) 
yarn with short fibers (spun rayon), 6 (4).— 
Gaceta Oficial, Caracas, July 23, 1954. 


U. S. S. R.-lceland 
Trade Arranged 


U.S. 8. R. deliveries to Iceland unde 
a trade protocol effective from July], 
1954-December 31, 1955, are to be gg 
follows, in metric tons: 

Fuel oil, 145,000; gas oil, 154,009; 
automobile gasoline, 56,000; pipe, blagk 
and galvanized, 2,000; concrete rejp. 
forcing steel, 2,000; wheat and/o 
wheat flour, 4,000; corn, 5,000; 
flour, 4,000; rice, 1,000; wheat b 
3,000; potato flour, 600; cement, 75,000; 
coke, 1,700; anthracite, 1,100. 

A sum of 31.5 million Icelandig 
crowns (US$1.9 million) is listed t 
cover Icelandic imports of Russian ay. 
tomobiles, agricultural machinery, 
lumber, plywood, asphalt, cotton tex. 
tiles, wine, stronger alcoholic bey- 
erages, chemicals, and other articles, 

Icelandic counterdeliveries are to 
consist of frozen fish fillets, 35,000 met. 
ric tons; salted herring, 15,000 tons; 
frozen herring, 2,000 tons; and other 
goods to a value of 4 million crowns 

The new protocol, under the Ice 
land-U. S. S. R. trade and payments 
agreement of August 1, 1953, was 
signed at Moscow on June 19. 

Deliveries under the old agreement 
will be completed by Iceland before 
those of the new protocol are begun. 





Costa Rica Reduces Duties 
On Containers, Silica Gel 


Costa Rican import duties on some 
metal containers and on silica géd 
have been greatly reduced, by decree 
No. 15 of July 6, effective July 8, and 
by decree No. 16 of July 13, effective 
July 15, respectively. 

The duties on metal containers were 
reduced one-half by changing tariff 
item No. 840, as follows (1 colon = US- 
$0.1764 at U. S.. official market rate): 


No. 840, Boxes, cans, and other similar com 
tainers, not elsewhere specified, of metals oF 
their alloys (tinplate, etc.): a) Metal com. 
tainers for vacuum-packing purposes, specific 
duty, 0.65 colon per gross kilogram, plus 2 
percent ad valorem; b) other container, 
1.30 colones plus 4 percent ad valorem 


Before the creation of the two sub- 
items, both were included under item 
No. 840 proper, dutiable at 1.30 co- 
lones, specific duty, and 4 percent ad 
valorem. 


Silica gel are now placed under 
tariff classification No. 357-d at & 
specific duty of 0.65 colon and 2 per- 
cent ad valorem. 


Subitem d previously covered other 
acids and inorganic anhydrides not 
elsewhere specified and was dutiable 
at the rate of 1.25 colones, specific 
duty, and 4 percent ad valorem. These 
products now fall under newly estab- 
lished subitem e, which reads as fol- 
lows: 


Others, 1.25 colones, 
percent ad valorem. 


—La Gaceta (Official Gazette), 
July 15, 1954. 
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France Broadens Ban 
On Chestnut Products 


In a measure designed to protect 
domestic plants France now prohibits 
jmport and transit of chestnut lum- 
per and plants and makes import 
and transit of chestnuts from all 
countries subject to presentation of 
a phytosanitary certificate. 


The prohibition applies to the cate- 

es of products shown under the 
following French import tariff num- 
bers: 


Ex No. 59, Chestnut unrooted cuttings and 
ts. 

oe No. 64, Nursery stock and other live 

plants of the chestnut species. 

Ex No. 124 A and B, Chestnut wood and 

park for tanning. 


Ex No. 791, Packing cases, etc. containing 
chestnut wood 

Ex No. 792A, Cooperage goods with chestnut 
wood hoops. 

Ex No. P63, Firewood. 


Ex No. 765 A, Round wood, even barkless. 
Ex No. 766 A, Planed or squared lumber. 

Ex No. 767 A, Sawn timber. 

Ex No. 769, Railroad ties. 

Ex No. 770 A and B, Cooperage wood. 

Ex No. 771, Leafy wood, rails and strakes, 


gats and split poles. 
Ex No. 772, Prepared stakes and posts. 
Ex No. 777, Sawdust. 
Ex No. 779, Planed, grooved, and/or tongued 


The phytosanitary certificate is re- 
quired with import of chestnuts, tariff 
No. 75D, from all countries. If Endo- 
thia parasitica is present in the ex- 
porting country, the certificate must 
state that the chestnuts have been 
disinfected in a manner approved by 
the French authorities. 


This ban on chestnut plants and 
lumber was put into effect by an order 
of June 24, published in the Journal 
Officiel on July 6, and effective the 
Same date. The new order super- 
sedes an order of December 11, 1950, 
which imposed similar restrictions on 
amore limited list of products. 





Guatemala Increases Tie-In 
Ratio for Imported Tallow 


Guatemalan importers must now 
purchase domestic natural or syn- 
thetic tallow in the amount of 25 
percent of their imports of such prod- 
ucts, by a resolution effective May 5. 


This resolution amends a previous 
regulation, effective December 9, 1953, 
Which required tallow importers to 
purchase domestic tallow in the pro- 
portion of 50 percent of their imports 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 4, 
1954, p. 10). 


As under the previous regulation, 
before importers may withdraw tallow 
from customhouses they must submit 
proof, in the form of invoices from 
domestic wholesalers, that the newly 
required proportion of domestic tallow 
has been purchased. As before, such 
Invoices must be dated within 2 
months before arrival of the imported 
tallow.— El Guatemalteco (Official Ga- 
Zette), May 5, 1954. 


August 9, 1954 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Egypt Sets Up Regulations for Licensing, 
Financing Goods in Transit in Free Zone 


Anticipating the opening of a free 
zone in the port of Alexandria, Egypt 
has established regulations to permit 
goods in transit through the proposed 
zone to be freed from all import- and 
exchange-licensing controls and to be 
financed either abroad or in Egypt. 
It is hoped that this free zone, to 
include the operations of an American 
motor company (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 31, 1954, p. 8) will be 
open by the end of 1954. 

The new regulations are designed to 
implement the decree iaw establishing 
free zones in Egyptian ports under 
supervision of the Ministry of Finance 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 12, 
1953, p. 5). As reported in the local 
press and confirmed by the Egyptian 
Customs Administration, they cover 
the following: 

@ Verification of manifests. — Au- 
thorities will verify manifests relative 
to cargoes unloaded in Egyptian ports 
and destined for importers in other 
countries who have paid costs and 
fees for loading, unloading, and trans- 
portation as far as the port of ar- 
rival. When this merchandise is re- 
exported interested shipping compa- 
nies must present form C, approved 
by an* authorized bank, indicating 
that commissions and sums due them 
for various charges, in their capacity 
as companies established in Egypt, 
have been paid or will be paid within 
legal time limits. 


@ Merchandise in transit, import of 
which was not financed in Egypt.— 
Cargoes in transit, import of which 
was not financed in Egypt, will not 
require import permits. Interested 
parties will not be required to produce 
export permits on condition that in- 
termediaries handling the transaction 
produce form C duly filled in at time 
of reexport so as to recoup the sums 
due them abroad, such as commissions 
or miscellaneous fees, within legal 
delays, in the same manner as for 
cargoes mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph. 

@ Merchandise in transit, import of 
which was financed in Egypt.—Car- 
goes in transit, import of which was 
financed in Egypt, will not be subject 
to import permits. They will also be 
exempted from presentation of 
export permits. Sums _ representing 
their price will be transferred abroad 
by virtue of red form A, indicating 
particularly the final destination of 
the merchandise, and interested 
parties must present form C to Cus- 
toms before shipping the merchandise. 

@ Merchandise in transit, destina- 
tion of which is undetermined.—Mer- 
chandise in transit or. which arrives 
in the free zone, import of which is 
financed in Egypt but the destination 
of which is undetermined is exempted 


from presentation of an export per- 
mit. The sum representing its value 
will be transferred abroad, by use of 
the red form A, indicating in particu- 
lar that the final destination is un- 
determined or that it has been un- 
loaded in the free zone. The sum 
shown in the form must be paid 
within a limit of 6 months from the 
date of its approval, by virtue of a 
certificate, red in color, delivered by 
the proper customs services——Emb., 
Cairo. 





Tanganyika Imposes 
Coffee Export Duty 


A new export duty has been imposed 
on coffee by the Tanganyika Govern- 
ment as a part of its policy of taxing 
some crops which sell at exceptionally 
high prices. 

Revenues from this tax, like sisal 
export-tax revenues, are to be used 
for developmental purposes. 

The tax on coffee, which went into 
effect on June 18, varies for each of 
the four different varieties of coffee 
grown in Tanganyika. The rates are 
calculated on a sliding scale starting 
at £10 a ton for coffee sold at £250, 
plus a £1-a-ton tax for every £5 above 
the £250 price. The maximum tax is 
£80 a ton. 

The rates are as follows: Robusta 
hard coffee, £46 a ton; Arabica hard 
coffee, £61 a ton; mild coffee, £62 a 
ton (£1—US$2.80). This scale is based 
on the latest average prices obtained 
at the Mombasa and Moshi coffe auc- 
tions. Allowances are made for the 
existing tax of 10 shillings a ton pay- 
able to the Coffee Board and for 
transport charges and shrinkage of 
hard coffee between point of export 
and place of sale. 

The former export tax of 30 shil- 
lings a ton on Lake Province coffee 
is abolished. 

The Government indicated that the 
rates of this tax would be revised from 
time to time when significant changes 
take place.—Cons., Dar es Salaam. 





Burma Favors Importations 
Direct From Manufacturers 


Burma, in granting import licenses 


to importers, favors those who order 
directly from manufatturers, espe- 
cially when such manufacturers oper- 
ate their own export business, accord- 
ing to the Secretary of the Burmese 
Ministry of Commerce. 

The Secretary added that this policy 
does not preclude the granting of im- 
port licenses to importers who deal 
with nonmanufacturing exporters, 
especially for products which are not 
exported directly by manufacturers. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Peruvian Duties To 
Go Up on Cottons 


Peruvian import duties on a num- 
ber of cotton fabrics and manufac- 
tures are to be increased greatly, by 
a Supreme resolution published on 
July 13 and effective 90 days there- 
from. 

Duties on most of the items had 
been raised in February 1952 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 10, 1952, p. 
21). The additional increase is said 
to have been made to afford necessary 
protection to domestic manufacturers. 

No change is made in the unified 
surtax, which is collected in addition 
to import duties. 


Two of the tariff items involved, 
Nos. 1583 and 1588, are on Peru’s list 
of concessions granted under the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
and provision is made for maintain- 
ing the GATT rates of 30 and 23 soles 
a gross kilogram, respectively, on im- 
ports from member countries. 


Tariff items affected and their new 
rates, in soles per gross kilogram, un- 
less otherwise indicated, with former 
rates in parentheses, are as follows 
(1 sol=approximately US$0.05.): 


1572, Crude cotton fabrics of any weight 
having up to 16 threads in weft and warp, 
7.50 (2.50). 

1573, Same, from 16 to 40 threads, 12 (4.50). 

1574, Same, over 40 threads, 18 (6). 

1575, Cotton. fabrics, white or bleached, 
having up to 40 threads and weighing over 
200 grams per square meter, 15 (12). 

1576, Same, having up to 40 threads, weigh- 
ing over 70 but not more than 200 grams per 
square meter, 25 (18). 

1577, Same, having up to 40 threads and 
weighing up to 70 grams per square meter, 
30 (20). 

1578, Same, having more than 40 threads 
and weighing more than 70 grams per square 
meter, 35 (23). 

1579, Same, having more than 40 threads 
and Mg 93 up to 70 grams per square 
meter, (30). 

1580, Cotton fabrics, dyed, having up to 40 
threads and weighing more than 200 grams 
per square meter, 20 (15). 

1581, Same, having up to 40 threads and 
weighing more than 70 but not more than 
200 grams per square meter, 30 (20). 

1582, Same, having up to 40 threads and 
weighing up to 70 grams per square meter, 
35 (23). 

1583, Same, having more than 40 threads 
and weighing more than 70 grams per square 
meter, 40 (30). 

1584, Same, having more than 40 threads 
and weighing up to 70 grams per square 
meter, 40 (40). 

1585, Cotton fabrics, printed, having up to 
40 threads and i yr; more than 200 grams 
per square meter, 25 (18). 

1586, Same, having up to 40 threads and 
weighing more than 70 but not more than 
200 grams per square meter, 35 (20). 

1587, Same, having up to 40 threads and 
ia) up to 70 grams per square meter, 


1588, Same, having more than 40 threads 
and weighing more than 70 grams per square 
meter, (23). 

1589, Same, having more than 40 threads 
and wow up to 70 grams per square 
meter, 45 (40). 

1591, Cotton fabrics, frizzled, 
towels and bath robes, 20 (7). 

1593, Special cotton fabrics for upholstery, 
neither plushy nor printed, blended or not 
with hemp or jute, per legal kilogram, 25 (15). 

1594, Cotton fabrics called “cretonnes,” gen- 
trally printed, consisting of threads of different 


14 


special for 





thickness in weft or in warp, weighing more 
than 150 grams per square meter, and other 
cotton fabrics not specially covered in other 
tariff classifications, per legal kilogram, 30 (15). 

1923, Cotton handkerchiefs, plain or hem- 
stitched, cut, hemmed, or not; and those in 
the piece to be cut, per legal kilogram, 50 (40). 

1955, Cotton table covers, seat-back covers, 
and furniture covers of kinds not specified, 
including those of pique and the like, per 
legal kilogram, 30 (12). 


2006, Cotton sheets, embroidered or trimmed, 
per legal kilogram, 70 (60). 


2007, Same, plain or hemstitched, per 1 1 
kilogram, 50 (do). at 


2028, Cotton blankets, with or without silk 
edging, per legal kilogram, 20 (10). 


2031, Cotton towels, plain or with adorn- 
ments, per legal kilogram, 30 (15). 

2032, Cotton towels, plushy or with pile; 
also bath mats, per legal kilogram, 30 (15). 


—Emb., Lima. 


Portugal To Abolish Flag 
Differential for Finland 


The flag differential that has been 
applied by Portugal against Finnish 
Ships is to be abolished under an 
agreement reached with Finland in 
an exchange of notes of May 25 and 
29. 





The principal effect of the action will 
be a reduction in the customs surtax, 
from.70 percent to 60 percent, on duties 
levied on goods imported into Portugal 
in Finnish ships and elimination of 
the 13%4-percent surtax on goods ex- 
ported in Finnish ships. 


Portugal has never recognized, the 
Foreign Minister stated, that the flag 
differential constituted a violation of 
most-favored-nation agreements. He 
said that the policy had been to agree 
to withdraw the differential in return 
for some compensating favor, usually 
an agreement to protect the geo- 
graphic names of Portuguese wines. 

Inasmuch as Finland now has agreed 
to that protection and has granted all 
facilities for import of Portuguese 
goods, Portugal, as a manifestation of 
its good will, is withdrawing the dif- 
ferential against Finnish ships. 


U. S. ships were relieved of the dif- 
ferential at the beginning of 1950, in 
return for the good will shown in mak- 
ing wheat available to Portugal during 
a time of shortage. 





France Opens Horsehide 
Quota for U. S. 


France has opened an addi- 
tional quota of 200 metric tons 
of raw horsehides for export to 
the United States, according to 
a notice published in the Journal] 
Officiel of July 20. 

The new quota brings the total 
of horeshide allotments for the 
United States in 1954 to 600 tons, 
Earlier quotas were announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
March 29, page 12, and May 24, 
page 11. 
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India Permits Import of 
Living Plants by Airways 


Living plant material may now be 
imported into India through the air- 
ports of Bombay and Madras, by 4a 
relaxation of the prohibition formerly 
imposed by the Indian Destructive 
Insects and Pests Act. 

Such imports are permitted for pur- 
poses of research and propagation by 
institutions or organizations under 
control of the Indian Central Govern- 
ment or the State Governments. 

Import of living plant material ig 
however, subject to the conditions 
that it will be: 

@ Fumigated before export. 

@ Packed in containers not permit- 
ting entry or escape of insects. 

@ Accompanied by official phyte 
sanitary certificates completed in pre- 
scribed form. 

@ Inspected and fumigated if neces- 
sary on arrival at the airport. 

Importing institutions or organiza- 
tions must furnish the Collector of 
Customs particulars of the consign 
ment at least 15 days in advance of 
the expected date of arrival. 





New Egyptian Regulations 
Govern Sales of Cement 


Cement, manufactured in Egypt @ 
imported, should be put in jute @ 
paper bags weighing 50 kilograms 
(110 pounds) each, and the weight, @& 
well as the name of the country if 
which the cement was manufactured, 
should be shown on the bag. 

This order, No. 66 of the Ministry of 
Finance published in Journal Officié 
No. 48 of June 21, 1954, also provides 
that cement may be imported in bar- 
rels showing the name of the produt- 
ing country, as well as the gross and 
net weight. 





The 1953-54 cotton crop in Iran now 
is estimated at 230,000 bales of 500 
pounds gross, compared with af 
earlier estimate of 210,000 bales.— 
Emb., Tehran. 
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Netherlands Explains 
New Investment Bill 


The provisions of a bill now pending 
pefore the Netherlands Parliament 
which circumscribes the Government’s 
powers over certain new investments 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 10, 
1954, p. 13) are discussed in detail in 
an “Explanatory Memorandum” issued 
py the Netherlands Government. 

The bill has been passed by the 
jower chamber of the Netherlands 
Parliament, and it is probable that the 
upper chamber also will pass it with- 
out major changes, according to the 
Netherlands Embassy in Washington, 
DC. 

The memorandum stresses the fun- 
damental differences between the 
existing legislation and the provisions 
of the pending bill regarding govern- 
mental supervision of investments. At 

ent, any type of investment is 
prohibited in principle unless speci- 
fically allowed or licensed by the au- 
thorities—although in practice most 
fields of economic enterprise have 
been opened to domestic and foreign 
investors alike. The proposed new law 
is based on the premise that investors 
are generally free to invest in any 
branch of industry without having to 
obtain governmental sanction, except 
in certain narrowly circumscribed 
eases where licenses may be required. 

The bill provides only for three such 
possibilities which would allow Gov- 
ernment interference with new in- 
vestments: ‘ 

@ Overcapacity in an individual in- 
dustry which would threaten a serious 
loss of national capital. If such a 
condition is apparent, the Government 
May “close” the specific industry to 
potential investors unless they first 
ask for and obtain a license. Licenses 
will be granted in spite of threatening 
overcapacity when the proposed in- 
vestment is of special advantage for 
the country’s economy. 

The “closing” of an industry may 
be decreed only after the Government 
has thoroughly weighed the advan- 
tages accruing to the national econ- 
omy by the prevention of overcapacity 
against the disadvantages arising 
from a limitation of the “freedom to 
invest.” 

Further built-in safeguards against 
arbitrary decisions are the require- 
ments that opponents of such a “clos- 
ing” must be able to state their objec- 
tions, and, even more important, that 
the imposed restriction will automati- 
Cally expire after 2 years, unless a 
Teappraisal of the situation requires 
continuation of the measure. 

@ New investments may be subject 
to licensing if international agree- 
ments to which the Netherlands is a 
party provide for the supervision of 
certain industries in the countries 
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Jordan Offers Sales Market 


Under U. S. Aid 


Program 


Jordanian importers have been invited by their Government to —_ 
for import licenses covering $3,964,000 worth of a wide variety of a 
cultural and other commodities to be supplied under the new U. §.- 
Jordan economic assistance agreement. 

Applications were to be received for 15 days after the invitation 


was extended, on July 4. Following an 
additional 5-day period for review of 
applications and allocation of permits, 
importers were allowed 45 days, start- 
ing July 25, to contact appropriate 
suppliers, confirm orders, and open 
letters of credit. Jordanian mer- 
chants are expected to make con- 
siderable effort to develop new US. 
contacts during this 45-day period. 

The commodity purchases are to be 
financed under an $8-million allot- 
ment granted by the Foreign Opera- 
tions Administration to give practical 
effect to the U. S.-Jordan economic 
agreement, announced on June 15 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 19, 
1954, p. 8). In addition to commodi- 
ties, the allotment covers the costs 
of about $4 million worth of engineer- 
ing and other technical services and 
equipment. 

This special program offers U. S. 
suppliers their first opportunity to 
compete in the Jordan market for a 
fairly wide selection of items. Of par- 
ticular importance is the fact that 
import license fees and exchange con- 
trol taxes, formerly levied at a con- 
siderably higher rate on hard-cur- 
rency transactions, now have been 
reduced to the rate applied to soft- 
currency transactions. 

Under the legislation and various ad- 
ministrative regulations controlling 
the extension of economic assistance 
by the United States, the listed goods 


which have subscribed to such an 
agreement. 

@ Investments may be forbidden 
for a maximum period of 5 years in 
industries “new” to the country. To 
encourage the growth of such an in- 
dustry, the Government is allowed to 
assure the original investors that no 
competing industries will be admitted 
during a given period of time. After 
expiration of the set time limit the 
industry becomes automatically open 
to all comers. 

According to the Netherlands Em- 
bassy in Washington, the authorities 
may be expected to use this limited 
power over new investments only in 
extreme cases. The Netherlands de- 
sire and need for foreign, especially 
U. S., investments were stressed by 
the Netherlands Director General for 
Industrialization on his visit to the 
United States earlier this year (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 19, 1954, 
p. 17). 








generally may be supplied from coun- 
tries in the free world, with suppliers 
bidding competitively for the market 
and supplying appropriate certifica- 
tions with regard to trade practices, 
price, and acknowledgment that the 
goods have been furnished and pay- 
ment made in accordance with the 
terms of the U.S. Act for International 
Development and Mutual Security of 
1954, as amended. 

The first phase of the import pro- 
gram involves items totaling $2,647,000. 
The tariff code numbers, items, and 
amounts to be bought are as follows: 


No. 0303, Rice, milled, of the old Japanese 
type, or “Agula,” or the Italian type equiva- 
lent to that known as “Comolito”, 000. 

No. 0701, Sugar, white, refined, nulated 
a polarization 99.5 percent or higher, $480,- 


No. 0709, Glucose, refined and useable in 
confectionery, in barrel containers, $84,000. 


No. 2301, Nitrogenous fertilizers, $56,000. 

No. 2361, Agricultural ticides including 
sulfur products and organic pesticides, $14,000. 

No. 4801, Upper leather except lining and 
patent, $14,000. ‘ 

No. 4802, Patent, upper; lining, sole (re- 
eee to heavy cowhide leather for soles), 


No. 5405, Wool yarns, $14,000. 

No. 5411, Cotton fabrics, $282,000. 

No. 5412, Wool fabrics, $141,000. 

No. 5413, Synthetic fabrics not including 
nylon, orlon, or dacron, $141,000. 


No. 5414, Miscellaneous cotton textiles, in- 
cluding garments (underwear, stockings, table- 
cloths, handkerchiefs, etc.), $141,000. 

No. 5706, Softwood sawmill products (not 
including railroad ties), such as miscellaneous 
dimension kiln-dried high-grade woods for 
doors, windows, furniture, etc., $70,000. 

No. 5708, Other hardwood sawmill products 
except railroad ties, $141,000. 

No. 5803, Plywood, primarily thin hardwood 
plywoods for furniture manufacture, $70,000. 

No. 5916, Fine paper, coarse paper, book 
paper, sanitary tissues, and other paper in- 
cluding manila wrapping paper, white book 
paper, book covers, and cardboard for the 
fabrication of light packages, $56,000. 

No. 5921, Newsprint, $28,000. 

No. 6613, Bars and rods including bright 
steel bars, cold finished, limited largely to 
mild smooth steel concrete reinforcing 
$70,000 ¥ 

No. 6615, Plates, sheets, and shapes including 
galvanized sheet, $14,000. 

No. 7406, Pumping equipment, water pumps 
for irrigation purposes, $28,000. 

No. 8205, Motor vehicle parts—except com- 
plete engines, $211,000. 

No. 8913, Tires, tubes, and repair parts, 
$141,000. 


The second phase of the commodity 
imports program will involve $210,000 
worth of certain U.S. surplus agricul- 
tural items as follows: 

No. 0504, Soybean oil (bulk), crude, $10,000. 

No. 0508, Cottonseed oil (bulk), bleachable 
prime summer yellow, $20,000. 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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Indian Parliament Passes New Business 
Legislation; Wages, Transport Affected 


Bills pertaining to wages, railways, 
annual leave, and time limits for the 
filing of certain records were passed 
at the spring sessions of the Indian 
Parliament. 

Measures of economic significance 
included the following: 

@ Minimum Wages (Amendment) 
Bill, 1953, extending the time limit 
to the end of 1954 for the fixation of 
minimum wages in specified indus- 
tries. 

@® Factories (Amendment) Bill, 
1953, which gives effect to the Inter- 
national Labor Organization Conven- 
tion Nos. 89 and 90 by amending sec- 
tions 66, 70, and 71 of the Factories 
Act of 1948. The enactment sim- 
plifies the provisions relating to an- 
nual leave with wages and incor- 
porates other amendments which 
would remove some practical difficul- 
ties experienced in the working of the 
1948 act. 

@ Air Corporation (Amendment) 
Bill, 1954, extending the time limit for 
the submission of complete records 
and audited accounts from 90 days 
to 6 months under section 22 and 
from 6 months to 1 year under sec- 
tions 23 and 24 of the Air Corporation 
Act of 1953. 

@ Indian Railways (Amendment) 
Bill, 1953, which amends section 53 of 
the Indian Railways Act of 1890 so 
as to permit loading of freight cars, 
when circumstances require, beyond 
their marked carrying capacity with- 
out exhibiting the larger capacity on 
the outside of the freight car. 

@ Drugs and Magic Remedies (Ob- 
jectionable Advertisement) Bill, 1953, 
an enabling measure to permit enact- 
ment of legislation against objection- 
able advertisements of drugs and 
magic remedies. 

@ Control of Shipping (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1954, extending for 2 years 
the Control of Shipping Act, which 
provides for use of licensing to reserve 
coastal shipping to Indian vessels and 
to effect the best use of available 
tonnage. 

A number of other bills of commer- 
cial and industrial purport were 
referred to special committees during 
the spring session and these will be 
considered by Parliament in its fall 
session. 

Among them were: The Companies 
Bill, 1953, which seeks to consolidate 
and amend the Indian law relating 
to the formation, promotion, and 
capital structure of companies. It also 
includes provisions on meetings and 
procedure, keeping and auditing of 
accounts, inspection and investigation 
of powers and duties of the board of 
directors, and defines terms and con- 
ditions of managing agencies; the 
Patents Bill, 1953, designed to estab- 


16 


lish an effective patent office and to 
consolidate and modernize the patent 
law; and the Rubber Production and 
Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 1952, 
the object of which would be to im- 
prove the production and marketing 
of rubber through the establishment 
of a Rubber Board representing man- 
agement, labor, and Government. 

Two other bills to be considered are: 
The Coffee Market (Amendment) 
Bill, 1954, designed to reconstitute the 
existing Coffee Board so as to insure 
better coordination between the board 
and the Government and to increase 
the cess on coffee which goes to the 
board; and the Indian Tariff (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1954, which would delete, 
continue, or add to the protective 
rates according to the advice of the 
Indian Tariff Commission. 





Iraq Expands Trade; 
Patents Important 


Iraq’s expanded trade program, 
permitting greater imports of soft- 
currency goods, has created new in- 
terest among American exporters in 
the protection afforded patents in 
Iraq and procedure on their registra- 
tion. 

Applications for the registration of 
a patent, as provided in patent law 
No. 61, are made by the inventor or his 
agent to the Register of Patents, an 
official of the Ministry of Economics. 
Only persons resident in Iraq may 
apply. 

Applications may cover an inven- 
tion of Iraq; an invention already 
registered outside of Iraq; or an im- 
provement in an invention already 
registered. Patents are not granted 
for pharmaceutical products and 
medicinal drugs or for methods em- 
ployed in financial matters or in 
banking. 

Iraqi courts will not handle cases 
relating to the right of’an inventor or 
patentee unless he possesses a patent 
in Iraq for that invention. 


Patents will not be issued to com- 
panies or other juridical persons 
unless a deed of transfer is presented, 
attested by the Notary Public, con- 
firming that the ownership of the in- 
vention has been transferred to them 
from the inventor. Such deed of 
transfer will not be complied with un- 
less the inventor has already been 
issued a patent for the invention in 
Iraq. 

The duration of local and foreign 
patents is 15 years, during which an 
annual fee is levied. 

Fees are as follows: 

@ For registration of a patent for 
1 year, 3 Iraqi dinars (US$8.40). 

@ For registration of a patent on 
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any amendment, improvement, 
complement to an invention for 1 y, 
3 Iraqi dinars. 

e@ For registration of any transfe 
of ownership of a patent, 3 Traqi 
dinars. 

@ For obtaining copies of the draw. 
ings, illustrations, and specifications, 
per foolscap octavo or part thereof, 
250 fils (US$0.70). 

Patents will be canceled and rights 
attaching thereto forfeited if the 
fees are not paid when due. 


or} 


, 





Brazil To Sponsor 
Rubber Investments 


Brazilian rubber manufacturers re- 
questing quotas for raw rubber, either 
domestic or imported, may present to 
the: Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture 
by October 14 plans for development 
of rubber plantations. 

Thus they will signify their inten- 
tion to fulfill the Government’s re- 
quirement, specified in decree No. 30, 
694 of March 31, 1952, that they invest 
20 percent of their net annual profits 
in rubber development projects if they 
wish to be allotted rubber quotas 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 19, 
1952, p. 9). 


This requirement was to have be- 
come effective 1 year from date af 
publication of that decree, but appli- 
cation was postponed. 

Under a later provision, put into 
effect by decree No. 35,371 of April 
12 of this year, published in the Diarie 
Oficial of April 14, manufacturer 
were given the privilege of electing 
to meet the requirement by developing 
rubber plantations and presenting 
their plans for approval of the Minis- 
try of Agriculture within 6 months. 

The Ministry will provide technical 
assistance if requested and will super- 
vice execution of the plans. 

Companies consuming a minimum 
of 120 metric tons of rubber, dry 
weight, annually must fulfill the re- 
quirements of the two decrees— 
Diario Oficial do Brazil, April 14, 1954. 


Jordan Offers . 
(Continued from Page 15) 
No. 0802, Frozen beef and mutton, including 
beef products, $65,000. 
No. 0804, Canned meats and poultry, $70,000. 


No. 0901, Milk; evaporated, commercial 
grades in cans, $15,000. 

No. 0902, Milk, whole dried, in cans suitable 
for mothers and babies, $15,000. 

No. 0904, Cheese, cheddar, commercial, $15,- 





A third group of commodities, valued 
at about $1,107,000, subject to confir- 
mation by Jordan authorities, will be 
announced later. 





Norwegian output of herring oil 
during the 1954 production season, 
January 1-May 1, totaled approxi- 
mately 100,000 short tons—an alltime 
record.—Emb., Oslo. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly } 












The 
dores 
Bacall 
wishe: 
suppli 
macke 
North 
Portus 
call. 

The 
purch 
fishin: 
for m 
Arma 
Bacal 
ing 5S! 
owne! 
fishin 

Inti 
to co! 
erativ 
Duqu 
tugal. 








Paki: 
Work 


The C 
viting | 
supply 
electric 
Eastern 

Equip 
tric ho 
electric 
various 
pedesta 
steel w 
light v 
lathe fc 
boring, 
1 gasoli 
transpo 
1 moto! 
bench 
ing ma 
voltage 
diesel « 

A coy 
able fo: 
mercia) 
of For 
Ment 
DC. 

The 
purcha 
Ttupee— 
the Dir 
way Di 
tions, 
storeye 
Kings 


Indo 
amoun 
weight 
—Emb 


August 


















er 
igi 


W- 
of, 


its 


Basa? 


n- 
"e~ 
0,- 
its 
ey 


19, 


)li- 


eT- 


iry 


54. 


cial 
able 
15,- 


1ed 
fir- 


on, 
yxi- 
ime 








WORLD TRADE LEADS 








——— 


Fish Bait Wanted 
In Portugal 


The Cooperativa dos Arma- 
dores de Navios de Pesca do 
Bacalhau, SCRL, in Portugal, 


wishes to contact potential 
suppliers of frozen herring, 
mackerel, and squid bait at 


North Atlantic ports where the 
Portuguese codfishing fleet might 
call. 

The cooperative handles the 
purchase of all fishermen’s and 
fishing supplies and equipment 
for members of the Gremio dos 
Armadores de Navios de Pesca do 
Bacalhau (Guild of the Codfish- 
ing Shipowners), fishing trawler 
owners, and sardine and whale 
fishing shipowners. 

Interested parties are invited 
to communicate with the coop- 
erative at 24-2°. Dto., Praca 
Duque da Terceira, Lisbon, Por- 
tugal. 











Pakistan To Purchase 
Workshop Equipment 


The Government of Pakistan is in- 
yiting bids until August 25 for the 
supply of equipment for a diesel 
electric locomotive workshop of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Equipment needed includes 18 elec- 
tric hoists of various capacities; 3 
electric overhead traveling cranes of 
various capacities; 1 motor-driven 
pedestal drill press for light mild 
steel work; 1 pedestal grinder for 
light work; 1 motor-driven bench 
lathe for light work; such as turning, 
boring, facing, and screw cutting; 
1 gasoline-powered high-lift truck for 
transporting diesel locomotive parts; 
1 motor-driven wheel lathe; 12 swivel 
bench vises; 1 portabe electric weld- 
ing machine; 1 motor generator and 
voltage regulator set for charging 
diesel electric locomotive batteries. 

A copy of the tender notice is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
Ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
DC. 

The complete documents may be 
purchased for 25 rupees per set (1 
rupee—approximately US$0.30) from 
the Director General (Railways), Rail- 
way Division, Ministry of Communica- 
tions, Room 342, 2d Floor, Multi- 
storeyed Bldg., Adj. Assembly Bldg., 
Kings Way, Karachi, Pakistan. 





Indonesian exports of copra in May 
amounted to 36,146 long tons net 
Weight, according to official statistics. 
—Emb., Djakarta. 


August 9, 1954 


NATO Opens New Construction 


Projects to U.S. 


Bidders 


Twenty-four new construction projects in France, totaling nearly 
$7 million, have been opened to U. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation (NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has announced. 

In addition to the French projects, all involving work at airfields, 


bids are open on construction work 
at three Belgian and several Greek 
airfields, on construction work in Den- 
mark, and for the supply of genera- 
tors for some Greek airfields. 

One of the largest French projects 
—estimated at $2 million—calls for 
the building of dispersal areas and 
the reinforcement of shoulders at the 
airfield at Rocroi. Another involves 
the lengthening of a runway at St. 
Dizier-Robinson, to cost about 
$140,000. 

Firms interested in bidding on these 
two projects should contact the 
Ministere de |’Air, Service de l’Infras- 
tructure, 26 boulevard Victor, Paris, 
France, before August 17. 

Firms wanting to bid on the follow- 
ing five projects should contact the 
same organization, before August 20. 
These projects involve: 


Construction of hangars at Brenne, 
Chalons-Vatry, and Chenevieres, at an 
estimated cost of $2 million; installa- 
tion of airfield lighting and construc- 
tion of dispersal areas, hardstands, 
and internal roads at Lure, at an esti- 
mated cost of $1 million; construction 
of internal roads at Strasbourg and 
Creil, estimated at $140,000 and $120,- 
000, respectively; and construction of 
internal roads and hangars at Dam- 
blain, at an estimated cost of $400,000. 


Firms wishing to bid on any of the 
following six projects in France 
should communicate, before August 
15, with A. Aigrot, French Delegation 
to NATO, Palais de Chaillot, Paris 16, 
France: 

Highway diversion at Chambley, 
except surface tarring, sign posting, 
and boundary marking. Estimated 
cost, $140,000. 

Internal roads, electronic installa- 
tions, fencing, and installation towers 
at Luxeuil. Estimated cost, $130,000. 

Ammunition storage, internal elec- 
tric installations, and fencing at 
Rocroi. Estimated cost, $56,000. 

Ammunition storage, transmitter 
station, receiver station, internal 
roads, fencing, observation towers, 
and internal electric installations at 
Orleans-Bricy. Estimated cost, $295,- 
000 


Perimeter fencing and security fenc- 
ing at Phalsbourg. Estimated cost, 
$40,000. 

Airfield lighting at Luneville. Esti- 
mated cost, $160,000. 

Firms wishing to bid on the follow- 





ing French projects also should con- 
tact, before August 20, A. Aigrot, 
French Delegation to NATO, Palais de 
Chaillot, Paris 16, France: 

Construction of fuel storage facil- 
ities and two huts at Lure-Malbou- 
hans. Estimated costs, $50,000 and 
$15,000, respectively. 

Construction at Damblain of am- 
munition storage facilities, consisting 
of hardstands and buried shelters, es- 
timated at $50,000; radio building, 
$16,000; operations building, $10,000; 
sheds, $40,000; and fencing, $20,000. 

Internal electrical installation—lay- 
ing of cables—at an unnamed loca- 
tion. Estimated cost, $2,500. 

Construction at Strasbourg of am- 
munition storage facilities, consisting 
of hardstands and buried shelters, es- 
timated at $70,000; facilities for 
power supply to interior installations, 
$7,000; and fencing and watehtowers, 
$5,000. 

The construction opportunities at 
the three Belgian airfields involve the 
installation of control panels, at an 
estimated cost of $3,000. Firms in- 
terested in bidding should report, be- 
fore August 15, to Col. F. Liegeois, 
Belgian Delegation to NATO, Palais de 
Chaillot, Paris 16, France. 

The Danish project involves con- 
struction, at an unnamed site, of six 
storage tanks of 2,500 cubic meters, 
estimated at $500,000. A contractor 
already on the site, installing other 
tanks, may place new bidders at a 
serious competitive disadvantage. 
However, firms seriously interested 
should report, by August 20, to Sevaer- 
nete Bygningsdistrikt, Holmen, Copen- 
hagen, Denmark. 


No cost estimate is given for various 
Greek airfield projects, calling for the 
construction of hangars and facilities 
for ammunition storage. Bids should 
be sent, before August 17, to Offices 
of Air Public Works, 15 Filellinon 
Street, Athens, Greece. 

Another Greek project calls for the 
supply of 18 generator sets for air- 
fields. No cost estimate is given. Bid- 
ding will be open until September 4, 
and interested firms should report at 
once to the Offices of Air Public Works, 
15 Filellinon Street, Athens, Greece. 

Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the respective foreign 
government offices regarding compar- 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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Typewriter Manufacture Promoted by Indian 
Government; Industry Proposals Invited 


Promotion of the early establish- 
ment of a typewriter manufacturing 
industry in India has been announced 
by the Government of India. 


Firms interested in establishing 
typewriter manufacturing facilities 
are invited to submit details of their 
plans, types, and models, etc., to the 
Indian Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry by the end of August 1954. 
The plans should be in the form of a 
program setting forth, by 6-month 
periods, contemplated progress to- 
ward complete manufacture. The 
submissions will be considered only 
if the value of components still re- 
quired to be imported upon comple- 
tion of the progressive manufacturing 
program is less than 20 percent of the 
value of all components. 

In considering the plans submitted, 
the Indian Government will take into 
account the speed with which manu- 
facturing progress will be made, the 
economics of production, the likely 
volume of Indian demand and other 
relevant factors. 

In addition to any other protection 
that might be given to the industry, 
the Indian Government intends to re- 
strict its purchases of typewriters to 
firms adhering to approved programs 
of manufacture in India provided quo- 
tations are considered fair and reason- 
able. 


U. S: Typewriters Imported 


In the 12 months ended March 31, 
1954, India imported 6,226 typewriters 
from the United States, valued at 
US$578,250, cif. Indian port. During 
the same period, Italy, and other 
countries supplied India with 5,110 
machines valued at $430,000. Type- 
writer parts imported during the 12 
months were valued at $328,000. 

Most of the imported parts were 
used in the assembly of complete 
typewriters at the Calcutta plant of 
a subsidiary of an American type- 
writer manufacturer. The plant as- 
sembled 10,000 typewriters during 
1953. This American subsidiary al- 
ready has entered into a manufactur- 
ing program which has received the 
approval of the Government of India. 

A large Indian company with varied 
manufacturing interests also has an- 
nounced plans for manufacturing a 
typewriter of its own design. The 
company is not known to have any 
foreign connections in the typewriter 
program. 

Indian customs duties on imported 
typewriters and parts are bound at 
20 percent ad valorem by the Indian 
schedule of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Current 
Indian import control policy limits 
imports of complete typewriters from 
the hard-currency area to an annual 


rate of 25 percent and imports from 
the soft-currency area to 150 percent 
of each importer’s best year between 
April 1, 1945, and March 31, 1952. 


Typewriter parts imports from both 
hard- and soft-currency areas are 
limited to 100 percent of parts im- 
ported or 10 percent of complete ma- 
chines imported during the base year. 


The Indian Government, which may 
alter import controls at any time, 
reviews and revises them regularly at 
6-month intervals. 





Equipment, Materials 
Needed by Greece 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the supply of materials and 
equipment needed for reconstruction 
work in the earthquake-stricken Io- 
nian Islands. 


The items to be supplied and the 
closing dates for acceptance of bids 
are as follows: 


@ Light steel profiles for roof trusses 
to a total value of $150,000, August 23. 


@ Prefabricated steel roof trusses 
to a total value of $40,000, August 24. 


@ Prefabricated timber roof trusses 
to a total value of $40,000, August 24. 


@ 62,000 running meters of asbestos 
cement pressure pipe, August 19. 


@ 300,000 square meters of asbestos 
cement roofing slates, August 20. 


@ 15 stone crushers with diesel en- 
gines, August 25. 


All bids should be sent direct to the 
Ministry of Public Works, Housing De- 
partment, 6 Menandrou Street, Ath- 
ens, Greece. 


Specifications are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Re- 
quests should specify the item of 
interest. 


NATO Opens... 
(Continued from Page 17) 


able work done for U. S. Government 
agencies. A copy of this resume should 
be sent to the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., to per- 
mit prompt certification of interested 


firms to the foreign government 
offices. 


A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program may be 
obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division or from 
any Department of Commerce Field 
Office. 





— 
Burmese Purchasing 
Mission To Tour U. S. 


A Burmese Government purchasing 
mission is expected to visit the United 
States and other countries for the 
purpose of procuring equipment and 
supplies in the following categories: 

Communications; construction; con- 
sumer goods; heavy electrical; agri- 
cultural; materials handling; hard- 
ware; heavy hydraulic; automotive, 
industrial; laboratory; mining; office, 
library, school, and hospital; plumb- 
ing; shop; structures and structural 
elements and buildings; surveying, 
drafting, and duplicating; transport 
<air, highway, sea, river, and rail: 
visual aids and photographic; and 
water supply, sewage, and sanitation. 

Orders will be placed by the mission 
direct with manufacturers. 

A general description of the equip- 
ment and supplies to be purchased 
is contained in a catalog issued by the 
Burmese Government, a copy of which 
is available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D.C. Copies of the catalog 
may be purchased for $10.50 (50 kyats) 
from the Superintendent, Government 
Printing and Stationery, Rangoon, 
Burma. 

The mission’s membership list and 
itinerary has not yet been finalized, 
although it is understood that the 
mission plans to leave Burma late in 
August. Further details will be re- 
ported in Foreign Commerce Weekly. 





Ceylon Irrigation Department 
Needs Automotive Equipment 


Bids are invited until September 28 
by the Government of Ceylon for the 
supply of the following motor vehicles 
needed by the Ceylon Irrigation De- 
partment: 10 diesel-engine powered, 
4 x 2, heavy-duty motor trucks, con- 
ventional engine-under-hood type; 6 
diesel-engine— powered water tank 
trucks, capacity about 1,000 gallons 
each; 2 25-ton heavy-duty machinery 
carriers. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C.; or, copies may be obtained from 
the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be sent to the Chair- 
man, Tender Board, Ministry of Lands 
and Land Development, P. O. Box 500, 
Colombo, Ceylon. 





Thailand imported 67.1 million 
pounds of dairy products valued at 
$8.8 million in 1953, according to offi- 
cial statistics, the U. 8. Department 
of Agriculture reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Turkish Contractor Seeks U.S. Partner 


Nacil Seltik, a Turkish engineer 
contractor, wishes to contact Ameri- 
can firms interested in participating 
in major construction programs in 
Turkey, such as airfields, pipelines, 
and highways, particularly. projects 
undertaken by the United States or 
international agencies and payable in 
dollars or pounds sterling. He claims 
to have participated in several Turkish 
Government contracts involving con- 
struction of roads and airstrips. \. 

Mr. Seltik states that if American. 
participation is forthcoming, he is 
prepared if necessary to form a syn- 
dicate with several other Turkish con- 
tractors to “collaborate in any desired 
form in which our group could share 
in the profits and risks—regardless 
as to whether or not prospective 
American firms already have connec- 
tions in Turkey. 

“Our group would be available to 
handle all the details attending the 
organization of the proposed joint 
American-Turkish interests in Turkey 
and as its share to the proposed part- 


nership to subscribe domestically suf- 
ficient capital to finance the cost in 
Turkish liras of local operations in 
which the hoped-for Turkish-Ameri- 
can partnership might engage. 


“In return the American interests 
would be expected to contribute, as 
their share of the capital, machinery 
and equipment as well as technical 
know-how.” 


Participation of the Turkish group, 
as envisaged by Mr. Seltik, could be 
on the basis of direct partnership; 
collaboration as subcontractors for 
part of any given domestic project; 
and representation of the American 
company or group in the work for 
which partnership or collaboration is 
proposed. 


Interested firms are invited to 
communicate with Nacil Seltik, Kat 6 
No. 10 Karakoy Palas, Galata, Istan- 
bul, Turkey, or with his attorney, 
M. Alguadich Altach, Birinci Vakif 
Han No. 25/27, Baheskapi, Instanbul, 
Turkey. 








LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In Foreign Countries 


Chemicals: 

France — Laboratoires Propharm 
(Docteur Laporte) (manufacturer and 
wholesaler of rodent and insect ex- 
terminators), rue Saint-Christophe, 
Montmorillon, Vienne, is interested in 
entering into a working agreement 
with an American manufacturer of 
rodenticides and insecticides (prefer- 
ably products not known in France 
or new on the market), and offers, 
against share in profits or any other 
financial arrangements, to effect the 
final preparation, packaging, and dis- 
tribution of the American products; 
or alternatively, to manufacture in 
France, under U. S. license, any types 
of rat exterminators, etc. 


Hospital Equipment: 


France—Fabrique Bordelaise de Ma- 
terial Medico-Chirurgical (manufac- 
turer and wholesaler of hospital equip- 
ment and medico-surgical appliances 
and equipment), 13 avenue de Mi- 
rande, Cauderan, Gironde, is interest- 
ed in obtaining U. S. license (or work- 
ing agreement) for the manufacture 
in France of hospital and clinic equip- 
ment and appliances, including exam- 
ining and operating tables, baby in- 
cubators, sterilizers, and similar 
equipment. 

Firm would undertake distribution 
of such products in France and 
French territories through its own 
Sales organization. Firm’s plant oc- 
cupies approximately 2,000 square 
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meters and has modern machinery 
and equipment; at present, about 30 
workers are employed. Firm states 
that with little or no change in exist- 
ing facilities, the plant could employ 
approximately 100 workers, thus ef- 
fecting an important increase in pro- 
duction. 


Wood or Metal Products: 


Union of South Africa—Manvewred 
{Incorporating VANBA (Pty.), Ltd.] 
(manufacturer of school desks, chairs, 
black boards, work benches, tables, 
and cupboards), P. O. Box 142, Graaff 
Reinet, seeks U.S. license(s) to manu- 
facture in South Africa wood and/or 
metal products, particularly items 
which have been tested and proved 
successful, and which cannot be im- 
ported into South Africa. Firm states 
it has a fully equipped factory for the 
manufacture of wooden and metal 
articles of any description. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), om a loan basis, from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France—Societe des Vieilles-eaux- 
de-vie D’Armagnac (producer and 
wholesaler), Lajuzan, Gers, offers to 
export direct or through agent good 
to highest quality Armagnac brandy 
3 years of age and older, in glass bot- 
tles (.75 centiliters) or wooden casks. 









Sudan To Sell Surplus 
Road Equipment 


The Ministry of Works, Sudan. 
Government, is inviting bids 
until October 4 for the purchase 
of surplus road equipment and 
construction machinery. 

A list of the equipment offered 
is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment-of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bids must be sent direct to the 
Controller of Stores, Ministry of 
Works, Sudan Government, 
Khartoum, Sudan, and must be 
accompanied by a provisional 
deposit of 5 percent of the value 
of the contract. 











El Salvador To Buy Desks 


The Government of El Salvador re- 
portedly will soon issue a call for 
bids to supply about $200,000 worth 
of school desks. 

Firms wishing to obtain further 
details and specifications should com- 
municate with Proveeduria General 
de la Republica (General Purchasing 
Agency), Avenida Espana No. 53, San 
Salvador, El Salvador. 





Interested American firms are invited 
to apply to Mr. Jean Samalens, c/o 
the above firm, for current price lists. 


Automotive Accessories: 


France—A. & L. Perrier & Dardanne 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
6 rue Chinchauvaud, Limoges, Haute- 
Vienne, wishes to export direct. or 
through agent portable, small-size, 
hand tire pumps (steel, brass), for 
bicycles, scooters, motorcycles, and 
automobiles; also, hand tire pumps 
with foot-plate, base, or stirrup at- 
tachment for automobiles, trucks, 
and aircraft; and greasing guns. Illus- 
trated brochure (in French) and price 
list available.* 


Building Materials: 

Netherlands—United Traders, N. V. 
(export merchant), 9-11 Rivierstraat, 
Rotterdam, wishes to export direct 
good-quality wooden doors, made of 
Swedish spruce, with either plywood 
face or veneer. 

Cement: 

Netherlands—United Traders, N. V. 
(export merchant), 9-11 Rivierstraat, 
Rotterdam, wishes to export direct 
West German portland cement, A. S. 
T. M., C 150 1949, type I. 


Discs: 


India — Punga Trading Syndicate 
(manufacturer, importer, exporter), 
Post Box No. 475, Prospect Chambers, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Japan Trade Official 


Visits U. S. 


Heitaro Inagaki, president of 
the Japan Foreign Trade Coun- 
cil, Tokyo, Japan, was expected 
to arrive in the United States 
the latter part of July, for a 3- 
week visit. 

Mr. Inagaki is said to be in- 
terested in discussing export and 
import problems relating to the 
chemical and rubber industries, 
and also wishes to obtain infor- 
mation on synthetic rubber and 
vinyl chloride. 

Mr. Inagaki’s U. S. address is 
c/o B. F. Goodrich Chemical Co., 
230 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 











Hornby Road, Fort, Bombay, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
woolen polishing or compounding 
discs, and both screw and bonnet 
types of discs for featheredging. 


Floor Coverings: 

Egypt—Bahgat Chakkal (manufac- 
turer), P. O. Box 266, Cairo, wishes to 
export direct or through agent hand- 
woven carpets and kilims, made of 
dyed or natural wool, available in 
manufacturer’s designs, or according 
to buyer’s designs. 


Forest Products: 


Netherlands—Van der Toorn’s Im- 
en Exporthandel, C. V. (export mer- 
chant), 74-76 Treilerweg, Scheven- 
ingen, near The Hague, offers to 
export direct high-quality ash wood 
oars, standard dimensions. 


Furniture: 


Mexico — Representaciones Tres 
Emes, S. A. (importer, exporter), Ave. 
Padre Mier 285 Pte., Monterrey, N. L., 
offers to export direct Mexican iron 
furniture, without upholstery or glass. 
Photographs available.* 


Jewelers’ Items: 

Belgium—Etablissements “Tecomin” 
(manufacturer, exporter), 96 blvd. 
Charlemagne, Brussels, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent high- 
quality imitation gold (natural, yellow 
Hamilton) and imitation silver brace- 
lets, earrings, and crosses. Photo- 
graphs and samples of bracelets only 
available.* 


Germany—Edgar Schubert (export- 
er), 10 Holstenwall, Hamburg 36, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent all kinds of fine-quality costume 
jewelry. 


Japan—Union Pearl Trading Co. 
(manufacturer, exporter), No. 24, Hi- 
gashi 1-chome, Showa-cho, P. O. Box 
No. 39, Abeno, Osaka, wishes to export 
direct or through agent imitation 
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pearls, glass bead necklaces, earrings, 
and bracelets. 


Life-Saving Equipment: 

Netherlands—Van de Toorn’s Im- 
en Exporthandel (export merchant), 
74-76 Treilerweg, Scheveningen, near 
The Hague, wishes to export direct 
lifebuoys made of cork and canvas 
or plastic; and life jackets made of 
cork and canvas or. expanded plastic. 


Lighting Fixtures: 


Netherlands — “Lumenia” Fabriek 
van Lampekappen en Verlichtings Or- 
namenten (manufacturer and whole- 
saler), 13a Vredenoordkade, Rotter- 
dam, wishes to export direct all 
qualities of ornamental lighting fix- 
tures made of Delft blue earthenware, 
wrought iron, copper, and wood; and 
lamp shades made of silk, parchment, 
and plastic materials, 1,500 pieces 
per week. 


Machinery and Equipment: 


England—Le Grand, Sutcliff and 
Gell, Ltd. (manufacturer), The Green, 
Southall, Middlesex, wishes to export 
direct or through agent soil borers, 
for boring holes into soil down to 16’ 
deep, from 9” to 22” in diameter, and 
at average rate of one foot per minute. 
Illustrated catalog available.* 


Nets: 


Netherlands—Van der Toorn’s Im- 
en Exporthandel, C. V. (export mer- 
chant), 74-76 Treilerweg, Scheven- 
ingen, near The Hague, offers to export 
direct high-quality trawl nets made 
of manila, hemp, and cotton twines. 
Specifications: Trawl No. 41—5-inch 
mesh, complete (ready-made), in sec- 
tions, or in rough form, and preserved 
against rotting or plain. 


Pharmaceuticals: 

France — Laboratoires Pharmaceu- 
tiques Jean Vernin (manufacturer), 
40 avenue Anatole France, Dammarie- 
les-Lys, pres Melun, (S. & M.), offers 
to export direct or through agent new 
pharmaceutical specialties. 


Prefabricated Houses: 


Netherlands—United Traders, N. V. 
(export merchant), 9-11 Rivierstraat, 
Rotterdam, offers to export direct 
good-quality prefabricated houses of 
steel or wooden (Swedish spruce) 
skeleton, total net space 600 cubic feet 
and upwards. 


Silverware: 


Belgium—Etablissements Leon San- 
tens & Fils (manufacturer, exporter), 
171 avenue de l’Aubepine, Uccle, Brus- 
sels, wishes to export direct all kinds 
of silverware, including altar pieces, 
ornamental pieces, dinner and tea 
sets, and serving pieces. Fineness of 
silver is specified at 800/1000. Photo- 
graphs and price list in German avail- 
able.* 


Timepieces: 


Germany—Ernst Fischer (export- 
er), 40 Esplanade, Hamburg 36, wishes 


— 


to export direct all kinds of high- 
quality clocks and watches. 
Germany—Edgar Schubert (export- 
er), 10 Holstenwall, Hamburg 36, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent all kinds of high-quality Ger- 
man-made clocks and watches. 


Yarns: 


Belgium—Etablissements Belges P. 
& J. Tiberghien (manufacturer), 26 
rue du Bilemont, Mouscron, wishes to 
export direct or through agent combed 
wool yarns. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Bedding: 

France—Plichon & Cie. manufactur- 
er of wool matresses, pillows, and 
bolsters), La Souterraine, Greuse, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency (preferred) for good-quality 
innerspring and foam rubber mat- 
tresses. Firm claims that a good po- 
tential market exists among its own 
clients for other than wool mattresses 
which it manufactures. 


Chemicals: 


France — Laboratoires Propharm 
(Docteur Laporte) (manufacturer 
and wholesaler of rodent and insect 
exterminators), rue Saint-Christophe, 
Montmorillon, Vienne, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and obtain agency (pre- 
ferred) for warfarin, chlordane, and 
related raw products for the prepara- 
tion and/or manufacture of rodenti- 
cides, insecticides, roach extermina- 
tors, etc. 


Jewelers’ Items: 


Saudi Arabia—Soliman Abdullah Ab- 
bas (importing distributor), P. O. Box 
80, Jidda, wishes to purchase direct 
costume jewelry. 


Machinery and Equipment: 

France—Entreprise Fumat & Cauh- 
ape (general building and public 
works contractors), 238 avenue-Thiers, 
Bordeaux-Bastide, Gironde, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency 
(preferred) for modern machinery, 
equipment, and material for public 
works and general building contrac- 
tors. 


Sporting Goods: 
Germany—Ernst Fischer (import- 
er), 40 Esplanade, Hamburg 36, wishes 


to purchase direct hunting guns and 
ammunition. 


Toilet Articles: 

Saudi Arabia—Soliman Abdullah Ab- 
bas (importing distributor), P.O. Box 
80, Jidda, wishes to purchase direct 
cosmetic sets and toiletries. 


Foreigy Commerce Weekly 
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AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











General Merchandise: 


Germany—Hans Dittmer (agent), 14 
Arndtstrasse, Bad Godesberg, wishes 
to obtain exclusive agencies for Amer- 
ican commodities, particularly con- 
sumer goods. 


Plastic Products: \ 

Belgium—Paul Franck (manufactur- 
er and exporter of industrial textiles 
and “Loden” fabrics), Nispert-Eupen, 
wishes to obtain agency for plastic 
fabrics or articles. Firm states that 
it has premises available where arti- 
cles could be processed or assembled. 


Services: 


Turkey —Ziya Danisman (consul- 
tant), 17 Yuksel Cad., Ankara, offers 
his services to U. S. firms in the fields 
of engineering, financial, industrial, 
and commercial activities. Mr. Danis- 
man states he will accept the respon- 
sibility and the local expenses of rep- 
resenting only one selected firm in 
each line of activities which, for the 
time being, are restricted to the fol- 
lowing: 

Consulting and design engineering; 
construction and contracting; bank- 
ing and financing; petroleum (includ- 
ing natural gas) exploitation and ex- 
ploration; petroleum industries’ sup- 
plies; mining (purchase of ores and/ 
or purchase and exploitation of 
mines); general trading; and partici- 
pation in industrial enterprises. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 

Turkey —Investment Organisation 
Bureau (consultants), Muhudarzade 
Han, No. 322, Sirkeci, Istanbul, offers 
to act as legal, financial, and eco- 
nomic advisor on the following sub- 
jects to U. S. firms wishing to do busi- 
ness in Turkey: 

Law for the encouragement of for- 
eign capital and other related laws; 
laws ruling commercial and economic 
activities in Turkey; patent laws; 
charter parties; insurance; financial 
laws and system of taxation; laws and 
regulations of exchange; customs reg- 
ulations; fields of investment of in- 
terest to foreign capital; establishing 
contact with Turkish merchants, com- 
panies, or public economic enter- 
prises; formalities concerning the 
formation and registration of com- 
panies and establishment of firms; 
and: obtaining of licenses and other 
formalities. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 

Turkey —Ismail Ismen (consulting 
engineer), Rumeli Caddesi 44, Osman- 
bey, Istanbul, offers to cooperate and 
collaborate with American engineer- 
ing firms in conducting technical sur- 
veys, undertaking consulting work and 
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contracting jobs, or selling American 
engineering products in Turkey. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 


Textiles: 


Belgium—Paul Franck (manufactur- 
er and exporter of industrial fextiles 
and “Loden” fabrics), Nispert-Eupen, 
wishes to obtain agencies from U. S. 
manufacturers for all kinds of tex- 
tiles. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—A. A. Luciano, General 
Manger, representing Century Stor- 
age Battery Co., Ltd. (importer, manu- 
facturer), Birmingham St., Alexan- 
dria, Sydney, N.S.W., wishes to obtain 
manufacturing rights for fan belts, 
brake linings, oil changers, and filters, 
as well as technical information re- 
garding storage battery developments. 
Was scheduled to arrive August 5, via 
Los Angeles, for a visit of 3 months. 
U. S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 636 5th Ave., New York, 
N.Y. Itinerary: Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Madison, Cleveland, Detroit, New 
York, Buffalo, and Boston. 


Australia—Louis Mendes (company 
consultant), 196 A’Beckett St., Mel- 
bourne, Victoria, is interested in meet- 
ing executives of U. S. firms contem- 
plating operations in Australia, as 
well as representatives of U. S. trade 
associations. Mr. Mendes states that 
he is prepared to offer the following 
services to American companies con- 
sidering the establishment of a plant 
in Australia or licensing an Australian 
company to manufacture their prod- 
ucts: 


Preparation of market surveys; 
preparation of reports on existing 
structure and capacity of local in- 
dustries, Austalian corporation laws 
and the taxing system, exchange con- 
trol policy and banking facilities and 
procedures, financial and investment 
policies, building costs and real estate 
values and availability of factory sites 
and buildings, industrial relations and 
legislation and the wage structure; 
provision of administrative and sec- 
retarial facilities during initial es- 
tablishment of the U. S. firm’s op- 
eration in Australia; and arranging 
full travel and accommodation facili- 
ties and complete public relations 
service for U. S. business executives 
who visit Australia to investigate lo- 
cal conditions at first hand. 


Mr. Mendes is scheduled to arrive 
August 22, via San Francisco, for a 
visit of 2 months. U. S. address: c/o 
St. Regis Hotel, 5th Ave. and 55th St., 
New York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, 


Chicago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Phila- 
delphia, and San Francisco. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 

Australia—Ernest Rodeck, represent- 
ing Metropolitan Ice and Fresh Food 
Co., Pty., Ltd. (importer, wholesaler, 
manufacturer), 17 Bedford St., North 
Melbourne, Victoria, wishes to obtain 
license for the manufacture in Aus- 
tralia of American washing machines, 
and seeks technical information. Was 
scheduled to arrive July 24, via San 
Francisco, for a visit of 6 weeks. U. S. 
Address: c/o 200 Academy St., Water- 
town, N. Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, 
Cleveland, Chicago, New York City, 
and Watertown, N. Y. 


Dominican Republic—Anita De Le- 
mos “Estro” (commission merchant), 
Ciudad Trujillo, seeks exclusive agency 
for antibiotics, women’s wear, hair 
preparations, wallets, handbags, and 
cosmetics, in the following areas: Do- 
minican Republic, Haiti, Aruba, Cura- 
cao, Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
Honduras, and El Salvador. Scheduled 
to arrive August 15, via New York, for 
an indefinite period. U. S. address: 
Hotel Barbizon Plaza, 106 Central Park 
South, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York and vicinity. 


England—Major L. A. Leech, repre- 
senting Millars’ Machinery Co., Ltd. 
(exporter, manufacturer), Pinners 
Hall, Great Winchester St., London, 
E.C. 2, is interested in obtaining li- 
cense for the manufacture in the 
United Kingdom of American asphalt 
spreaders. Was scheduled to arrive July 
24, via New York, for a visit of 4 weeks. 
U.S. address: Hotel Weilin, 54 Madison 
Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, Co- 
lumbus (Ohio), and Chicago. 


Germany—Dr. Ludwig Finke, rep- 
resenting F. W. Bruegelmann Soehne 





Turbine and Generator 
Needed in Pakistan 


Bids are invited until Septem- 
ber 7 by the Government of 
Pakistan for the supply of one 
72-kilowatt water turbine and 
generator, control panel and 
switchboard, and spares. This 
equipment is required for use in 
the North West Frontier Prov- 
ince. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bids should be submitted to 
the Director General, Depart- 
ment of Supply and Develop- 
ment, Government of Pakistan, 
Frere Road, Karachi, Pakistan. 
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Pakistan To Purchase 
54 Transformers 


The Government of Pakistan 
is inviting bids until August 24 
for the supply of 54 stepdown 
transformers of various types 
ranging from 10 kilowatt-am- 
peres to 200 kilowatt-amperes. 


A copy of the schedule of re- 
quirements is available for 
review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be submitted to 
the Director General, Depart- 
ment of Supply and Develop- 
ment, Government of Pakistan, 
Frere Road, Karachi, Pakistan. 











(exporter, wholesaler, manufacturer), 
1-15 Muehlengasse, Koeln a. Rh., is in- 
terested in visiting department stores, 
mail-order firms and professional 
clothing manufacturers. Scheduled to 
arrive August 20, via New York, for a 
visit of 3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Martin Neder, 10232 Unity Ave., Cleve- 
land 11, Ohio. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, and other 
large cities. 


Germany — Albrecht Schlingmann, 
representing Schlingmann & Co., Moe- 
belfabrik, 3 Schlossstrasse, Brake, i. L., 
is interested in visiting furniture fac- 
tories, and obtaining technical infor- 
mation pertaining to methods of pro- 
ducing furniture for utilization in his 
firm. Scheduled to arrive August 10, 
via New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. 
U.S. address: c/o Leonhard Heider, 
2823 N. Dawson Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, and 
other large cities. 


Iraq—George Naayem, representing 
The Iraq Motor Import Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter, retailer), 487/1 Rashid St. 
Baghdad, is interested in automobiles, 
tires and tubes, refrigerators, air cool- 
ers, and automotive spare parts and 
accessories. Scheduled to arrive August 
10, via New York, for a visit of 3 
months. U.S. address: c/o The Stude- 
baker Corp., South Bend 27, Ind. 
Itinerary, New York, South Bend, and 
Los Angeles. 

Japan—Dr. Tokio Kawamoto, rep- 
resenting Seiko Kagaku Hogyo K.K. 
(Seiko Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.) 
(importer, wholesaler, manufacturer), 
666 Marunouchi Bldg., Marunouchi 2- 
chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, and Japan 
Naval Stores Cooperative Association, 
Naka 9th Bldg., Marunouchi 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, is interested in 
studying the crude pine gum market 
and naval stores trade in the United 
States, and desires technical infor- 
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mation on modern distillation and re- 
search equipment relating to crude 
pine gum, as well as modern methods 
of ensuring quality. Was scheduled 
to arrive August 3, via San Francisco, 
for a visit of 45 days. U. S. address: 
c/o Kanematsu, New York, Inc., 150 
Broadway, New York 38, N.Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Washington, Valdosta, Ga., 
Baxley, Ga.; Jacksonville, Lake City, 
Fla., New Orleans, and Wilmington, 
Del. 

Kuwait—Thunayan Al Ghanim, rep- 
resenting Thunayan Al Ghanim Co. 
(importer, wholesaler), P.O. Box 68, 
Kuwait, is interested in all types of 
textiles, such as cotton and silk, as 
well as all types of construction ma- 
terials, including steel and cement, 
and wishes to visit U.S. firms regard- 
ing the foregoing. Was scheduled to 
arrive August 1, via New York, for a 
visit of 3 months. U.S. address: c/o 
Gulf Oil Corp., Battery Place, New 
York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Wash- 
ington, and Chicago. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are now 
prefaced by a brief review of 
basic trade and industry data col- 
lected in the course of compiling 
each list. Brief extracts from these 
data follow each title for which 
such data are available. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Iraq.—Air-conditioning and refrigera- 
tion equipment is not widely used out- 
side the principal cities, Baghdad, 
Basra, and Mosul. In 1952, the most 
recent year for which detailed fig- 
ures are available, 931 refrigrators 
valued at $319,180 were imported, of 
which 419 ($183,431) were of United 
Kingdom origin and 500 ($134,252) 
were from the United States. 

In the same year, 1,211 mechanical 
air-conditioners and evaporative 
water air coolers valued at $554,116 
were imported, 695 ($337,919) from 
the United Kingdom and 506 ($211,- 
585) from the United States. Imports 
of refrigerators, air-conditioning 
equipment, parts, and accessories 
from hard-currency countries require 
import licenses. For 1954 the Director- 
ate of Imports has allocated for im- 
port from hard-currency countries 
$378,000 for refrigerators, $700,000 for 
air-conditioning equipment. 

Confectionery Importers, Dealers, 
and Manufacturers—S weden.—No 
market exists in Sweden for American 
confectionery except chewing gum. 
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Local tastes differ from those in the 
United States. 

Sweden has been a small but tradi- 
tional exporter of throat pastilles, ang 
has undertaken an “export drive” to 
increase exports of other confection- 
ery, especially chocolate. The export 
value of all confectionery goods in- 
creased to 12,341,000 crowns in 1952, 
of which not less than 76 percent con- 
sisted of chocolate, mainly for the 
United Kingdom, United States, and 
East and West Germany. 


Fertilizer Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—France.—France is a major 
producer of potash and has available 
in North Africa large deposits of rock 
phosphate from which superphosphate 
is produced. Also, although no natural 
source of nitrogen is available, a rela- 
tively large nitrogen industry produces 
fertilizer and other products by vari- 
ous synthetic processes. France is 
potentially a leading exporter of fer- 
tilizer but exports currently are 
limited because prices are generally 
higher than world market prices. 

Glass and Glassware Manufacturers 
and Exporters—Italy.—The glass in- 
dustry comprises about 265 firms em- 
ploying approximately 29,000 workers. 
Production of glass and glassware in 
1953 amounted to 293,500 metric tons. 
Exports of 6,617 metric tons went 
principally to Germany, the Nether- 
lands, Belgium, and other European 
countries. Exports to the United 
States, totaling 734.4 metric tons, con- 
sisted of mirrors, 6.4 metric tons: 
glassware, 449; lighting-equipment 
glass, 9; beads and beaded articles, 270. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Greece.—The paint, varnish, and pig- 
ment industry is represented by five 
factories. Quality of products is con- 
sidered good. Greece is primarily an 
importer of raw materials for the re- 
quirements of its paint, varnish, and 
pigment industry. It also imports 
small quantities of ready-mixed min- 
eral paints as well as polishes, enamels, 
lacquers, varnishes, and _ solvents. 
Leading suppliers of raw materials for 
the local market for paints, varnishes, 
and pigments are Germany, the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
the Netherlands, France, and Belgium. 


Tea Exporters — Japan. — Although 
small quantities of mate and certain 
varieties of black tea are imported, 
domestic production of tea exceeds 
consumption and a significant per- 
centage is exported. The tea is ex- 
ported in bulk and usually packed in 
large tin containers or plywood or 
cedar chests. Exports during the first 
half of 1953, in pounds, were as 
follows: Green tea, 9,005,569; black tea, 
179,312; others including Oolong tea, 
scented tea, and tea bricks, 10,351. 
Total exports of tea to the United 
States during the calendar year 1953 
amounted to 3,508,137 pounds valued 
at $1,323,439. 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





_ 


Danish Imports of 
Motor Vehicles Up 


Danish imports of motor vehicles 
in 1954 under the dollar export pre- 
mium plan have been far in excess 
of those anticipated. Earlier in the 
year it was estimated that 19,000 
units would be imported but by mid- 
June permits had been issued for ap- 
proximately 14,000 vehicles. 

Although the relatively large sales 
during the first 5% months were 
partly a result of seasonal demand, 
fear that restrictions might be placed 
on future motor vehicle imports be- 
cause Of the deteriorating foreign ex- 
change situation also stimulated sales. 
As it seemed likely that the speculative 
purchasing might continue the Danish 
Minister of Commerce met with com- 
mercial bank representatives in June 
to discuss the matter of limiting credit 
facilities. 

Danish banks are reluctant to limit 
credit facilities for financing sales of 
motor vehicles by importers and dis- 
tributors, according to press reports. 

The banks agreed not to lower the 
present interest rate on funds ad- 
vanced to finance such sales and to 
refrain from encouraging sales in 
other ways, but maintained that fur- 
ther actions would be harmful to the 
automotive trade, which for many 
years has been facing difficulties, and 
that existing private companies were 
prepared to undertake any financing 
the commercial banks would refuse. 





Grass, Legume Seed Export 
Market Appears Favorable 


Less European competition for U. S. 
exporters of grass and legume seeds 
during the current season is indicated 
by the Foreign Agricultural Service, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture... 


An unusually dry spring, followed 
by a severe winter, has reduced the 
output of grass and legume seed crops 
in Denmark, an important supplier to 
the European market. As a result 
Denmark’s exportable surpluses are 
reported to be about 40 percent below 
the level of recent years. 

The cold winter also injured the 
biennial root crops and is expected 
to cause a material reduction in the 
production of mangel and other root- 
crop seeds, according to FAS. This 
smaller production, however, will be 
Offset to a considerable extent by 
the substantial carryover. 

The carryover into the new crop 
Season of grass and legume seeds is 
small, FAS indicates. The small 
stocks, plus unfavorable crop pros- 
Pects, are being reflected in firm 
prices at levels above last season for 
tyegrasses, orchardgrass, meadow fes- 
cues, and Danish bluegrass. 
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U. S. Photo Goods Imports Drop 


Imports of still-picture photo- 
graphic goods, including cameras, 
lenses, film, and paper, were almost 
one-third lower in dollar value in the 
first quarter of 1954, compared with 
the first quarter of 1953. Imports of 
still-picture cameras were about 38 
percent lower than in the first quar- 
ter of 1953. 

Preliminary statistics of the Bureau 
of the Census, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, show that imports of still- 
picture cameras and parts amounted 
to $1,686,420 in the first quarter of 
1954, compared with $2,739,731 in the 
first quarter of 1953. A total of 92,201 
still-picture cameras, of which about 
one-third were box cameras, were 
brought into the United States in the 
first quarter of 1954, compared with 
140,657 in the first quarter of 1953. 
Imports of box cameras amounted to 
33,246 units valued at $50,060 com- 
pared with 37,074 units valued at 
$65,934 in the corresponding quarter 


of 1953. Photographic lenses, imported 
separately, were about 8 percent lower 
in the first quarter of 1954 amounting 
to $501,593, as compared with $546,176 
in the first quarter of 1953. 


Imports of photographic film and 
paper were somewhat lower than a 
year earlier, the largest drop being 
recorded in imports of cartridge or 
roll films. Photographic film, includ- 
ing cartridge or roll films, X-ray film, 
dry plates, and other photographic 
film, were imported to the value of 
$417,756 in the first quarter of 1954, 
compared with $766,045 in the like 
quarter of 1953. Imports of photo- 
graphic paper were valued at $615,759, 
a decline of about 13.7 percent from 
first-quarter 1953 imports valued at 
$713,430. 

The following table gives details of 
imports of still-picture goods during 
the first quarter of 1953 and the first 
quarter of 1954: 


Jan.-Mar. 1953 Jan.-Mar. 1954 





Item Dollar Dollar 
Unit Quantity value Quantity value 
Cameras and parts: 
Box type, set focus .......d4-..e0+. No. 37,074 65,934 33,246 50,060 
Cameras, all others (except motion 
picture) : 
Valued less than $10 each ....... No. 49,402 203,821 27,468 57,379 
Valued more than $10 each ..... No. 53,855 2,119,430 31,040 1,323,464 
Parts of cameras, including motion 
picture camera parts except 
DR Utottins peiasvecneen. <i CU SO dew eelewe eres rr 238,412 
Cameras, lens component of chief 
Ths oltas cab peaw bested s eee 64 No, 326 11,554 447 12,247 
Parts of cameras, lens of chief 
Ce oe eee ORR ie seemed 4.88 +) Ne peemiées SOOR: ~. | cade 4,858 
Lenses, photographic, imported sepa- 
PGI k:i-be oud s e's eeehbw sic cornssves No. 46,519 546,176 60,914 501,593 
Photographic films (except motion - 
picture) unexposed: 
Cartridge or roll films ............ No. of rolls 1,713,016 534,138 631,415 161,994 
AE PROMS coc bebh show ds sce dcedsoces No. of packs 2,012 COEn Seehene |< | eke 
PE ate deed veces tabwavaeses \ fh) ss ~  e00dacen ae. »°-venees 153,501 
Other photographic films .......-. § $=  _—__— we eeseses rr 64,026 
TE MERGER dntaba rte diccddeccescoes Doz. 10,102 57,763 6,990 38,235 
Photographic papers: 
Plain basic Paper ......cccccsccces | ST re tee eee em 6,940 9,653 
Blue or brown print paper ........ Lb. 311 540 799 1,452 
Unsensitized basic paper ......... Lb. 140,105 85,083 112,318 77,065 
Unsensitized Baryta coated paper Lb 872,123 319,555 682,168 232,250 
Sensitized paper .........sseseeees Lb. 275,188 308,252 228,270 295,339 
DONE Se aha h0 b'cok 06s 000 6 a68 dees $4,765,382 $3,221,528 


Source: Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. 





Ex-Im Bank Advances 
Japan Cotton Credit 


A credit of $60 million in favor of 
the Bank of Japan to finance the pur- 
chase and export to Japan of cotton 
of U. S. growth has been authorized 
by the Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington. 

This is the fourth credit of this type 
to be authorized by the Ex-Im Bank 
in favor of the Bank of Japan since 
1951, the total of the four credits 
amounting to $200 million. Drafts 
issued under previous lines have been 
met promptly and often prior to 
maturity. 

At current market prices approx- 
imately 330,000 bales of cotton can be 


financed by the credit, which will be 
available through July 31, 1955. The 
cotton will be sold through commer- 
cial trade channels and financed by 
letter of credit. Advances under the 
line of credit shall be evidenced by 
12-month date drafts drawn on the 
Bank of Japan and bear interest at 
the rate of 3 percent per annum. Only 
those sales contracts entered into 
subsequent to the effective date of 
the agreement between the Bank of 
Japan and the Export-Import Bank 
establishing the line of credit will be 
eligible for financing thereunder. 

All inquiries relating to details of the 
operation of the new credit should be 
addressed by the American cotton 
shipper to his bank or banks in the 
United States or his agents in Japan, 
the Export-Import Bank said. 
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Austria Increases 
Airmail Coverage 


Austrian airmail service has been 
extended to include British New 
Guinea, British North Borneo, Cape 
Verde Islands, Madeira, Netherlands 
New Guinea, Portuguese Guinea, 
Spanish Guinea, and Spanish West 
Africa. Airmail parcel post service 
has been extended to include 35 coun- 
tries, including the USSR., Spain, 
Burma, Afghanistan, China, Iran, a 
number of Central American coun- 
tries, and French possessions in West 
Africa. 

The Austrian post also has begun 
to accept insured airmail packages for 
28 countries—including Belgium, the 


USS.R., Denmark, France, Great 
Britain, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Algiers, and 


some French possessions in West 
Africa. 


In addition to the regular “aero- 





Swedish-Japanese Aviation 
Agreement Modified 


/ 

Sweden and Japan, by an exchange 
of notes, have amended the terms of 
their existing agreement to permit 
the Scandinavian Airlines System 
(SAS) to call at Hong Kong on its 
Tokyo service. 

Although no passengers may be 
picked up at Hong Kong for Tokyo 
or at Tokyo for Hong Kong, the new 
arrangement will permit SAS to serve 
Hong Kong between intermediate 
points before Hong Kong while en 
route to Tokyo and out of Hong Kong 
when on the return flight from Tokyo. 





Suez To Have Free Zone 


The establishment of a free zone at 
Suez for Jordan imports to be trans- 
Shipped at Aqaba has been agreed 
upon in principle by Jordan and 
Egypt. Small Egyptian ships will pro- 
vide on-carriage. 

Considerable flexibility is expected 
to be obtained in routing Jordan’s 
imports to Aqaba instead of Beirut 
since only two vessels now make 
regularly scheduled calls at Aqaba. 


gram” at 3.60 schillings (1 schilling 
—US$0.0385), a so-called “European 
aerogram” was introduced on July 1. 
Bearing the inscription “Nur nach 
europaeischen Laendern”—to Euro- 
pean countries only—it is ‘sold by 
postoffices at 2.80 schillings. This 
charge, covering stationery, regular 
postage, and additional airmail 
charge, compares favorably with the 
cost of regular airmail letters to Euro- 
pean countries. 





Italian Air Service to 


Austria Reopened 


Regular scheduled air services be- 
tween Austria and Italy have been 
inaugurated by the Italian airline 
company Linee Aeree Italiane (LAI). 
Service includes six weekly flights over 
two routes: Vienna-Munich-Venice- 
Rome on Tuesday, Thursday, and Sat- 
urday; and Vienna-Munich-Milan on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Con- 
vair-240 aircraft are used. 


The service reestablishes a former 
connection with Italy, interrupted in 
January 1952 when Ali Flotte Riunite, 
which had operated a service on the 
Rome-Venice-Trieste-Vienna route, 
was liquidated. Since then, spasmodic 
air connections with Italy had been 
offered by the Israeli airline El AL, 
which made a traffic stop at Rome on 
its weekly flight between Vienna and 
Tel Aviv. El AL’s operations, however, 
have been suspended for extensive pe- 
riods during the past year. 

LAI will be represented in Austria 
by the Italian shipping company Lloyd 
Triestino, Vienna I, 6 Kaerntnerring. 





Radiotelephone service has been 
inaugurated between Djibouti in 
French Somaliland and Norway, Fin- 
land, Sweden, Austria, Yugoslavia, 
and Czechoslovakia. Radiotelephone 
communications previously existed 
only with France, Spain, and England. 





A small experimental television sta- 
tion will be established in Bombay 
under the second Five-Year Plan, at 
an operating'cost of 2.5 million rupees 
per year (1 rupee—US$0.21), the Gov- 
ernment of India has announced. 





TRANSPORT NOTES 


The capital cost of London Airport, 
paid by Civil Aviation Votes (appro- 
priations) as of March 31, was ap- 
proximately £19 million (1£=US$2.80). 
About £144 million more has been 
spent on the purchase of land and 
other expenses incurred outside the 
airport. . 

Annual operating cost of the airport, 
excluding capital and depreciation 
charges, is approximately £900,000. 
Fees paid for the use of airport facili- 
ties and other revenue total about 
£840,000 a year. 





The Portuguese Railway Co. has an- 
nounced receipt of an order for 80 
railway cars from the Mocamedes 
Railway of Angola. The cars will be 
entirely of metal and, the announce- 


ment states, “not a single screw will 
be used.” 





The New Chunar-Robertsganj rail 
link in Uttar Pradesh, India, was 
opened on July 12. This line will 
serve the new State-owned cement 
plant which will be the supplier for 
the Rihand Dam development. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $3.50 
a year ($4.50 to foreign addresses). 


eS. So hi Zone... . State. . 


Mail to’ the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check 
or money order payable to the Treasurer of 
the United States. 
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